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WEATHER

THUMBNAILS

A three-wheeler wades through a flooded
street at Super Market after heavy mon-
soon rain in Dimapur, Nagaland on
Wednesday. �ANI
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F
or a “fair and unbi-
ased” media cov-
erage of criminal
cases under inves-

tigation and noting the
sweeping changes in media
reporting that have taken
place over a decade, the
Supreme Court on Wednes-
day directed the Central
government to prepare a
new  manual to lay down
guidelines as to how police
officers should brief media
about the  cases  under
investigation.

Heading a Bench also
comprising Justices
Pamidighantam Sri
Narasimha and Manoj
Misra, Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud asked the
Union Home Ministry to
prepare a manual on media
briefings by police, partic-
ularly in sensitive cases,
protecting the sanctity of the
investigation and the rights
of both the   accused and
the victim.

Stating that “biased
reporting also gives rise to
public suspicion that the per-
son has committed an
offence. The media reports
can also violate the priva-
cy of victims,” the Bench said
that biased reporting would
harm the reputations of
both the accused and the

victims and it has the poten-
tial of derailing the inves-
tigation.

The Bench pointed to the
need to maintain the “del-
icate balance” between the
fundamental right to free
speech and expression, the
rights of the accused to a fair
investigation, and the pri-
vacy of victims.

The court appointed
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan as ami-
cus curiae to assist the court
in the matter.

Noting the sweeping
changes that have taken
place since the existing
manual was framed more

than a decade ago, Mr
Sankaranarayanan said:
“We cannot restrain the
media from reporting, but
the sources can be restrained
because the source is the
State. Even in the Aarushi
case, so many versions were
given to the media.”

Ordering the preparation
of a fresh updated manu-
al relating to briefing to
media by police of the crim-
inal cases under investi-
gation, the Bench said that
the existing manual was
over a decade old and media
coverage of criminal cases
has revolved since then.

It noted that both print

and electronic media played
an important role in such
cases as it involved sever-
al layers of public interest,
including the public's right
to know during an investi-
gation, the potential impact
of police disclosure on the
investigation process, the
rights of the accused, and
the overall administration
of justice. The court gave the
Union Home Ministry three
months’ time to prepare the
handbook of the manual.  

The Bench asked the
Union Home Ministry,
while preparing the man-
ual on police briefing of
media, to take inputs from
the chiefs of state and Union
Territories police forces,
and the National Human
Rights Commission.

Posting the matter for
hearing after four months
in January 2024, the Bench
cautioned that the police
briefing should guard against
media trial of the cases,
predetermining the guilt
of the accused.

The top court direction
for preparing a new man-
ual to govern media brief-
ing by the police of the
cases under investigation,
came on a public interest
plea by NGO People’s Union
for Civil Liberties seeking
framing of guidelines for the
reporting of criminal cases
and encounter killings.

Manali hoteliers, taxi union, and mahila mandal join forces for highway repair

Frame guidelines on police
media briefings: SC to govt
Supreme Court cracks down on media trials, biased reporting

CHANDNI S CHANDEL
KULLU, 13 SEPTEMBER

Kullu and Manali is not bustling
with tourists for the past 45 days.
No tourism means no money
and that means that the liveli-
hood of the people ~ hoteliers,
homestay owners, transporters,
farmers, etc is at stake.

After all, the national high-
way that connects the twin
towns of Kullu and Manali to
the rest of India is disconnect-
ed at various places due to
recent landslides after the mon-
soon mayhem. Locals say com-
plete repair and renovation
will take at least five years, such
was the destruction. But these
very stakeholders ~ hoteliers, taxi
union operators, travel agent
associations, mahila mandals
have come together to pick up
the pieces. They have been
organising a ‘shramdaan’, vol-
untarily offering manual labour
services to the NHAI and state
administration to put back a crate
wall (a kind of retaining wall)
in place.

“It is a long haul, but the idea
is to help every stakeholder
involved, be it hoteliers, taxi serv-
ices operators or others who have
lost business worth crores due

to blocked national highway,”
says Anil Kant, a Kullu-based
hotelier. “People are voluntar-
ily doing manual labour and oth-
ers are delivering food, water,
and cold drinks to ensure work
doesn’t stop. They offered their
services when it came to light
that the NHAI had only 2-3
labourers to do labour work. The
very first day we were just about
five people, now we are more
than 50, ”says Raj Kumar Dogra,
President of Manali Taxi Oper-
ator Union.

Right now the volunteers ~
Hamta Prayavaran Samiti,
Mahila mandals, HP Travel
Agents Association, and Man-

ali Taxi Operators Union ~ are
contributing physically in order
to build the 180-metre-long
crate wall by themselves on the
Manali bypass, just about 500
metres from the town. Most of
the volunteers are white-collar
men doing a blue-collar job.

The brain behind this vol-
unteer movement is Budhi
Prakash Thakur, president of HP
Travel Agents Association, who
is also a hotelier, entrepreneur
and an innovator who started
Himalayan Bulls, an air service
from Chandigarh to Manali on
his own in 2014. Budhi Prakash
says: “If we do not contribute,
on its own it will take anything

between two to four years for
the government to repair these
bottlenecks on the national
highway. Though one-way traf-
fic is open, it remains sluggish
due to long traffic jams, Volvo
buses are not plying and crop
produce is rotting either on
the field or in the trucks.” “It’s
been two months and not a sin-
gle Volvo has entered the state.
The entire economy is depend-
ent on tourism and the trans-
portation of goods.  Volvo buses
are the lifeline which brings in
throngs of tourists every day,”
says Sunita Bodh, a social activist
based in Manali.

Another hotel owner Anju

Rais says: “Without tourism
Manali is dead. Tourism is the
lifeline of Manali.”

Not just tourism, but trans-
portation of crops from Lahaul
and the apple belt of Manali has
either halted or moving at a
snail’s pace because of broken
roads.

Anju tells how woeful the sce-
nario is, “Each hotel has a staff
strength of 20 to 25. They have
to be paid their salaries but
there is no revenue. The situa-
tion is even worse than during
the Covid lockdown.” Howev-
er, clarifying on behalf of the
National Highway, Ashok
Chauhan, Supervision con-
sultant, NHAI, says, “Due to the
heavy destruction on the high-
way, reconstruction will take time.
Our labour force only gets to work
between 10 p.m. to 6 a.m, in the
night. In the daytime, one-way
road is open for traffic. About
four km stretch of road has
vanished at 10 to 15 different loca-
tions.” He says there’s another
dimension to the problem. The
construction material is tak-
ing a long time to reach the affect-
ed sites due to long traffic jams.
However, he ends on a positive
note: “The double lane will be
through by 15 October.”
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Colonel, Major,
DSP killed in
Anantnag
encounter
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 13 SEPTEMBER

The commanding officer
(CO) of a Rashtriya Rifles (RR)
unit and a Major of the
Army as well as a DSP of J&K
Police were kil led on
Wednesday in an encounter
with terrorists in South
Kashmir's Kokernag in
Anantnag district.

Official confirmation of
the casualties was awaited
from the Army and Police.

The Srinagar-based Chi-
nar Corps said in the morn-
ing that two Army and a J&K
Police personnel were
injured.

However, sources con-
firmed these casualties.

Army helicopters were
rushed to evacuate the crit-
ically injured officers to the
Srinagar based military hos-
pital.

In another encounter in
Jammu's Rajouri district,
an rifleman of 63 RR, Ravi
Kumar was killed on Tues-
day evening.

Two Pakistani terror-
ists have been killed and
three other Army soldiers and
a police PSO have been
injured in the encounter.

Meanwhile,  GOC 15
Corps, Lt. General Rajiv
Ghai, DGP Dilbagh Singh,
ADGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar
along with other senior offi-
cers flew to the gunfight
spot in Kokernag to per-
sonally monitor the ongo-
ing operation. (P5)

Airbus delivers first C295 to IAF
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER  

Airbus Defence and Space has
officially handed over  in fly-
away condition the first of 56
C295 aircraft to the Indian Air
Force (IAF) to begin replac-
ing its ageing Avros-748 fleet.

The C295, in transport
configuration and with an
indigenous electronic warfare
suite,  took off from Seville air-
field in Spain with Indian
Air Force chief Marshal VR
Chaudhari on board on
Wednesday.

Group Captain PS Negi is
flying the aircraft which will
have stopovers at Malta,
Egypt and Bahrain before
landing at Vadodara air base
in Gujarat.

“It was only two years ago
that we signed this contract
with India, the largest order

in the history of the C295,” said
Jean-Brice Dumont, Airbus’
Head of Military Air Systems,
in a delivery ceremony held
in Seville in the presence of
India’s Ambassador to Spain
Dinesh K. Patnaik and Air
Chief Marshal Chaudhari.

The IAF chief said: “It is a
major milestone not only for
IAF but for the whole coun-
try. This is for two reasons -
first, for IAF it improves our
tactical airlift capabilities.
For a nation, it marks the
beginning of a new era.”

The first 16 C295s of the 56

aircraft on order will be assem-
bled at the San Pablo Sur site
in Seville, Spain, with the sec-
ond aircraft due to be delivered
in May 2024 and the next 14
rolled out at a rate of one per
month until August 2025.

To boost self-reliance in
the defence-manufacturing
sector in India, the remain-
ing 40 C295s of the IAF order
will be manufactured and
assembled ~ in partnership
with Tata Advanced Systems
Limited (TASL) ~ at a Final
Assembly Line (FAL) in Vado-
dara in Gujarat.

The production of com-
ponents of these aircraft has
already started in the Main
Constituent Assembly (MCA)
facility in Hyderabad. These
parts will be shipped to the
Vadovara FAL, which is
expected to be operational by
November 2024.

� Supreme Court orders new manual for unbiased
media coverage guidelines.

�Concerns over biased reporting and privacy rights
in criminal cases.

� Balance between free speech and fair investi-
gation emphasized by court.

Police officer killed, two Village Defence

Volunteers injured by armed attackers in

Manipur: A police sub-inspector was killed

and two Village Defence Volunteers (VDV)

injured by unidentified armed attackers at

Chingphei in Manipur�s Churachandpur dis-

trict. The police sub-inspector was shot in

the head and succumbed to his injuries at

the Churachandpur district hospital while

two VDVs sustained bullet injuries and

are undergoing treatment.

PM attends party election committee meet on MP, Chhattisgarh
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, BJP president J P Nadda
and senior party leaders on
Wednesday evening attend-
ed the party’s Central Election
Committee meeting at BJP
headquarters to discuss Mad-
hya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
Assembly elections.

This was the Prime Min-
ister’s first visit to the party
headquarter after the com-
pletion of the G20 summit
under India’s Presidency in
Delhi.

Mr Modi received a rous-
ing reception at the party
office, and his car was covered
by a shower of flower-petals
as he arrived at the party
office. Mr Modi was wel-
comed with a scarf and a
bouquet by Mr Nadda, after

alighting from his car.
Before proceeding fur-

ther, Mr Modi waved backed
to the party workers. Senior
Ministers including Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, as also Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan presented him roses.
Several Central Ministers

and party leaders including
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
stood at the entrance to the party
office to welcome Mr Modi.

A large crowd of party
workers had gathered outside

the office complex and waved
at the Prime Minister. There
was an air of excitement as the
Prime Minister came to the
party office after the suc-
cessful organisation of the G20
summit.

The Union Cabinet earli-
er in the day adopted a reso-
lution moved by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, put-
ting on record people’s appre-
ciation of the Prime Minister’s
highly successful presidency
of the G20 Summit.

The G20 Summit’s suc-
cessful organisation reflect-
ed the Prime Minister’s lead-
ership and strong will power,
Mr Thakur said. This was the
talk around the world, not just
in India.

The New Delhi Declaration
consensus showed India’s
growing power, and Mr Modi’s
leadership which led to so

many unanimous decisions for
welfare of the world, the Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Min-
ister Anurag Thakur said.

The Prime Minister will visit
Madhya Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh on Thursday, begin-
ning with Bina in Madhya
Pradesh, where he will lay the
foundation stone of projects
worth more than Rs 50,700
crore, including ‘Petro-
chemical Complex at Bina
Refinery’ and 10 new indus-
trial projects across the state.

He will reach Raigarh,
Chhattisgarh in the after-
noon and dedicate to nation
important rail sector proj-
ects. During the programme,
the Prime Minister will also
lay the foundation stone of
‘critical care blocks’ in nine
districts of  Chhattisgarh and
also distribute one Lakh sick-
le cell counselling cards.

Cabinet approves 75 lakh more
free Ujjwala LPG connections
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

The Government on Wednes-
day approved extension of the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) for release of 75 lakh
more free LPG connections for
eligible beneficiaries over
three years from 2023-24 to
2025-26. 

The decision was taken at
a meeting of the Union Cab-
inet held under the chair-
manship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The total
financial implication of the
extended scheme will be Rs
1650 crore.

There will be a subsidy of
Rs 2200 per connection for 14.2
kg single bottle connection; Rs
2200 per connection for 5 kg
double bottle connection; and
Rs 1300 per connection for 5
kg single bottle connection.

Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anurag Thakur
told newspersons that as per
the existing modalities of
Ujjwala 2.0, the first refill and
stove will also be provided free
of cost to Ujjwala beneficiar-

ies. Recently, the government
on the occasion of Raksha
Bhandhan, reduced the price
of a LPG cylinder for all con-
sumers by Rs 200, brought
down to Rs 900 from Rs 1100.
The Ujjwala beneficiaries
received an additional subsidy
of Rs 200 per cylinder, Mr
Thakur said.

Under the PMUY, 9.60 lakh
connections have been given
so far, and the Cabinet deci-
sion on Wednesday will pro-
vide these free connections to
75 lakh more eligible benefi-
ciaries. The decision has been
taken on the basis of demand,
Mr Thakur said.

The PMUY extension will
provide a targeted subsidy of
Rs 200 per 14.2 kg LPG cylin-

der, up to 12 refills per year.
The continuation of the PMUY
was required so that eligible
poor households get their due
benefit under the scheme.

The deposit-free LPG con-
nections to poor households
provide access to clean cook-
ing fuel and helps in address-
ing health problems caused by
the use of traditional sources
of cooking fuel such as fire-
wood, coal and cow-dung.

The LPG use will enhance
productivity of women, raise
quality of their life by remov-
ing drudgery associated with
collection of wood and insure
them against non-availabili-
ty of cooking fuel, at times.

Some eligible households
still do not have LPG connec-
tions.  This is due to multiple
reasons – new households are
formed every year as a result
of rising population, mar-
riages, migration, nuclearli-
sation of families, left-over
households, extremely remote
locations etc.  There is a dem-
and for 15 lakh PMUY conne-
ctions as on 31 August, 2023.

(See also Page 5)

Govt convenes all party meet
on Parl session on Sunday
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Ahead of the five-day Par-
liament Session from 18th
September, the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs has
called a meeting with floor
leaders of political parties on
Sunday, 17 September, in
Parliament House.

The Session of the Par-
liament is scheduled to be
held from 18 September to
22  September, 2023, a gov-
ernment release said, as per
reports. The Monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament, which
concluded on 11 August,
was held in the old Parlia-
ment building.  The
announcement of the Spe-

cial Session came as a sur-
prise in political circles with
the parties gearing up for
Assembly polls in five states
later this year. Meanwhile,
the first meeting of the Coor-
dination Committee of
INDIA (Indian National
Developmental Inclusive
Alliance) took place on
Wednesday at NCP chief
Sharad Pawar's residence.

The Opposition criti-
cised the BJP-led cen-
tral government for
calling a special ses-
sion of Parliament
without disclosing
the agenda.

GENERALLY CLOUDY SKY.LIGHT
RAIN/THUNDERSHOWERS. THE MAXIMUM
AND MINIMUM TEMPERATURES WOULD
BE AROUND 35 AND 26 DEGREES CELSIUS
RESPECTIVELY.

RAINFALL: Nil

RELATIVE HUMIDITY 
Max.93% Min. 63 %
TEMPERATURE
Max: 36.1°C (+2)     Min: 25.7 °C (+1)
SUN RISES SUN SETS
06:06  hrs 18:28 hrs
MOON RISES MOON SETS
06:07 hrs 18:19 hrs
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THUMBNAILS SC declines to interfere with Delhi

govt�s ban on firecrackers on Diwali
Supreme Court seeks response from Delhi police over the plans to enforce firecracker ban in Delhi-NCR
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

R
efusing to interfere
with Delhi govern-
ment’s complete ban
on the sale and burst-

ing of firecrackers during the
coming festival season includ-
ing Diwali, Christmas and
new year the Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked Delhi
police to explain why despite
ban, the firecrackers are being
sold and used.

At the near fag end of the
two-hour long hearing today,
Justice A.S. Bopanna head-
ing a special bench also com-
prising Justice M.M. Sun-
dresh asked which lawyer in
the courtroom was repre-
senting Delhi police. The
court was told that the Union
government  represents Delhi
police as the same is under
its control.

Justice Bopanna said that
the “concern is if there is
ban, then how this (sale and
bursting of crackers) is hap-

pening. When there is a ban,
…”

The bench said that it will
hear Delhi police on it.

The hearing also saw the
bench cold shoulder ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party’s Lok
Sabha members Manoj
Tiwari’s plea against the Kejri-
wal government’s complete
ban on the sale and use of fire-
crackers during coming fes-
tival seasons.

Stating that they will not
interfere with the Delhi gov-
ernment ‘s ban on the sale and
use of firecrackers, Justice
Bopanna said, “There are
many states imposing com-
plete ban on the sale and
bursting of the firecrackers,
despite the orders of this
court (permitting the sale of
only those crackers con-
forming to the green norms.”

Justice Bopanna told the
advocate appearing for Tiwari,
“Locally if there is ban, there
is a ban. We will not interfere,
You can find other ways to cel-
ebrate”

Today’s hearing which
will now continue tomor-
row as well, saw the Central
government - – Ministry of
Environment and climate
change – apprising the court
about the efforts it has made
to rein in the “unregulated”
firecracker industry, which is
now being transformed into
a law-abiding industry.

“It would be prudent to
mention … that with the
efforts of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forest & Climate
Change, an unregulated
industry is now being trans-
formed into a law-abiding
industry”, says the affidavit
filed by the MoEF & CC before
the top court.

Additional Solicitor Gen-

eral Aishwarya Bhati appear-
ing for the MoEF & CC gave
the details of the steps taken
so far, for the enforcement of
quality controls of the fire-
cracker. ASG Bhati said that
the RACE facility – a raw
material, composition, emis-
sion, testing facility – has
been set-up in Sivakasi, a
hub of firecracker industry,
for the regular and random
testing of the firecrackers to
enforce the compliance of
green norms.  

The RACE, ASG Bhati told
the bench will undertake
testing involving the purity
of the raw material/chemi-
cals used in fireworks, test-
ing of the composition of
formulation in fireworks and
the testing of emission and
sound therefrom, digital qual-
ity control, (including usage
of green logo and QR code),
skill training programme.

ASG told the court MoEF
& CC is working with CSIR,
NEERI, PESO and CPCB. She
said that firecrackers with

30% less emission of partic-
ulate matter are being man-
ufactured by the firework
manufacturers which togeth-
er are more than 1500.

She said that CSIR-NEERI
and the firework manufac-
turers are jointly working
together to achieve a 40 to 50%
or 35 to 40% reduction in the
emission of particulate  mat-
ter.

One such facility has been
set-up in Nagpur also.

The bench was also told
about the mechanism that has
been put in place for enforc-
ing of these norms and impos-
ing penalties on the violators
including suspension/can-
cellation of licences for man-
ufacturing fireworks.

In contrast, senior advo-
cate Gopal Sankaranarayanan
appearing a petitioner Arjun
Gopal – now a minor – toldf
the bench the way October
23, 2018, and the subsequent
top court orders were being
violated with impunity.

A petition was filed on

behalf of Arjun Gopal in 2015,
when he was a toddler. 

Telling the court that
though use of Barium salt was
banned by the top court on
October 23, 2018, yet it was
being imported in huge quan-
tities by the firecracker man-
ufacturers. He said that one
of the firecracker manufac-
turers imported over one
lakh kg of Barium and oth-
ers imported thousands of kg.

Reinforcing his point on
the violation of top court
order with impunity by the
firecracker manufacturers,
Gopal Sankaranarayanan
took the bench through the
findings of the Central Bureau
of Investigation that probed
some of the cases.  

It is these very firecrack-
er manufacturers, Sankara-
narayanan said, who are
repeatedly approaching the
top court seeking the modi-
fication of the October 23, 2018
and other orders.   

The hearing will contin-
ue tomorrow - Thursday.

Youth thrashed for refus-

ing to raise slogans in col-

lege election campaign: A

19-year-old student of the

PGDAV college in the

national capital was

allegedly thrashed by a

group of students after

he refused to participate

in raising slogans in favour

of a candidate who was

contesting  a college elec-

tion, the police said on

Wednesday. According to

the FIR, the student is a

BA Final year student of

the college located in

Nehru Nagar. The incident

happened on September 5

when he was sitting with

his friends. "Around 1.55

p.m. on September 5,

when some other stu-

dents called me to partici-

pate in their election cam-

paign and to raise slogans

in their favour. I refused

to do so. The group start-

ed thrashing me without

any reason," the com-

plainant told the police.

He further said that dur-

ing the scuffle, he also

lost his gold chain. Later,

he informed the police

about the matter, follow-

ing which the police took

him to AIIMS for 

treatment. 

Kamani auditorium to host Saurabh Shukla starrer play �Barff�
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Barff- burns more than fire,
a play set amidst the valleys
of Kashmir, is a thrilling
production. It is written,
directed, and performed by
the prominent Indian the-
atre and Bollywood actor
Saurabh Shukla, alongside
two other theatre artists. A
one of its kind play, Barff has
been produced by Ashvin
Gidwani.

During his conversation
with The Statesman, Shuk-
la shared how enriching the
experience was.  He
explained that although the
initial plan was to adapt it
into a feature film, they ulti-
mately chose to proceed
with a theatrical production.
Shukla emphasized the rar-
ity of thriller plays in the Indi-
an theatre scene, making
'Barff' a distinctive offering.
The play is scheduled to be
held at the Kamani Audito-
rium on the 16th and 17th

of September.
Saurabh Shukla has been

a prominent figure in sev-
eral blockbuster films of
their era. His portrayal of

'Tapasvi Maharaj' in the
Aamir Khan-led movie PK
made a significant impact.
Additionally, he gained pop-
ularity for his comical depic-

tion of a judge in the film Jolly
LLB. This role was present-
ed with a humorous touch,
further showcasing Shukla's
versatility as an actor.

Being a graduate of the
National School of Drama,
Shukla discussed the evo-
lution of theatre. He delved
into the impact of techno-
logical advancements in the
theatre world, specifically
addressing the influence of
AI. Shukla emphasized that
while AI can certainly assist
in writing scripts for theatre,
it falls short in providing
the human touch. He stat-
ed, "Scripts are written from
the writer’s personal expe-
riences and that’s some-
thing AI is missing. AI is no
magic stick and humans are
the sole source of generat-
ing an idea." Shukla under-
scored that AI's primary role
can lie in facilitating script
translation between lan-
guages and providing sub-
titles. He further empha-
sized that people's affec-
tion for theatre remains as
strong as before. The per-
centage of regular theatre-
goers has either held steady
or even risen, he pointed out.

SNS & AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday met
780 senior citizens of Delhi
who were going to
Rameswaram under Mukhya-
mantri Teerth Yatra Yojana.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said, "Today,
780 senior citizens of Delhi
are leaving for Rameswaram.
This is like a bonanza for
them as they are getting

this chance because of the
honest government in Delhi.
This honest government
saves money to organise
pilgrimage tours for senior
citizens. Best arrangements
have been made by the gov-
ernment."

Meanwhile, AAP nation-
al convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal held
a crucial meeting with party
leaders on Monday focused
on the forthcoming Haryana
state elections.

As per sources, the dis-
cussion was held regarding
the expansion of the orga-
nization and intensifying
the campaign for the upcom-
ing elections, Aam Aadmi
Party is set to kickstart the
'Parivar Jodo' campaign
across the entire state in the
near future.

AAP National Organization
General Secretary Sandeep
Pathak, state President Sushil
Gupta, campaign committee
chairman Ashok Tanwar,
senior Vice President Anurag
Dhanda and Vice President
Chitra Sarwara were present
in the meeting held at the res-
idence of AAP convenor and
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal. Apart from these, all
the secretary-level officials of
Haryana AAP were also pre-
sent.

Notably, the Haryana
assembly polls are scheduled
to be held in 2024.

Delhi Govt sends 780 elderly people
for pilgrimage to Rameshwaram

Delhi govt to register construction
workers at labour sites using mobile vans

SNS & AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Delhi Labour Department
on Wednesday said that it will
register construction work-
ers at all labour sites in Delhi
using mobile vans.

It said that this registra-
tion through mobile vans
will ensure that they can
avail benefits under various
welfare schemes.

"We are committed to
ensuring that all the rights of
our construction industry's

hardworking men and
women are granted accord-
ing to their qualifications. Ini-
tiating mobile registration
vans will be a significant step
in this direction as it will
help deliver essential docu-
ments for all welfare schemes
to as many laborers as pos-
sible," Labour Minister Raaj
Kumar Anand said.

He said that a specially
designed skill development
program for Delhi's con-
struction workers will soon
be launched.

“The plan is to com-
mence it at the end of this
month. This program will
provide opportunities for
laborers to improve their
skills,  opening up new
avenues for their employ-
ment prospects.”

"The distribution of
Newsletters will commence
at construction sites in Delhi,
containing all crucial infor-
mation. This will aid in rais-
ing awareness about depart-
mental initiatives for the
workers."

SIYA CHOPRA
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER 

The rhythmic sounds of Indi-
an drums, intermingled with
car horns and occasional
sirens, echoed through the
campus air as the Universi-
ty of Delhi prepared for the

upcoming Delhi University
Students' Union (DUSU)
elections scheduled for Sep-
tember 22. The DU campus
election mood is a different
story altogether.

Sea of students, many
atop a cavalcade of cars
marched for the election

campaigning with banners
pronouncing their prospec-
tive candidates’ names, while
fireworks lighting up the
vicinity of college entrances,
and printed campaign posters
adorning the streets of North
Campus. Furthermore, var-
ious walls across DU's North

Campus bore marks of
defacement, covered in can-
didate names and campaign
posters since the DU campus
election campaign began.

Dr. Geeta Sahare, Joint-
Proctor, who is also member
of the Election Committee,
while discussing the chal-

lenges told that conducting
elections after three years
has been a hurdle. “Students
are not aware about the elec-
tion process,” said Sahare.

She also expressed concern
over influence of political
parties in the campaigning
process. Despite imposing
restrictions, Sahare told that
student groups are receiving
support from them in terms
of money and power.

Taking place after a three-
year gap, elections for the four-
member Delhi University
Student Union are finally
taking place as the previous
years saw continuous post-
ponements due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. According to the
schedule, the deadline for sub-
mitting nominations for the
elections is set for Septem-
ber 14. Voting is scheduled
for September 22, with morn-
ing students able to vote
from 8:30 am to 1 pm, and
evening college students
from 3 pm to 7 pm.

DU campus in election mood, rallying in full momentum

Taking G-20 agenda forward, 3rd International Climate Summit to begin today
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER 

India is aiming to become
the third largest economy
in the world, and New Delhi
is putting a major focus on
green hydrogen, biofuels,
and renewables to achieve
this goal. The PHD Cham-
ber  of  Commerce  and
Industry is organizing the
3rd International Climate
Summit  ( ICS)  2023  at
Vigayan Bhawan on Sep-
tember 14-15 to discuss
the transition to a clean
energy future.

Former President of
India Ram Nath Kovind
will be the chief guest of the
two-day event. Union Min-
ister of State for Science and
Technology and Earth Sci-
ences Dr. Jitender Singh,
G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant,

and ONGC Chairman and
CEO Arun Kumar Singh
will be the other promi-
nent guests attending the
event.

The event will focus on
“Sustainability through
Green Growth” and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
mission LiFE – Lifestyle for
the Environment. During
the summit, climate change
captains will be honored
with green awards for their
path-breaking contribu-
tion in finding sustain-
ability through green solu-
tions.

The 3rd ICS summit will
have delegates from across
the globe, including acad-
emicians, researchers, and
scholars, bureaucrats and
government officials. Rep-
resentatives of civil societies,
diplomats, missions, and

trade bodies will also par-
ticipate in the two-day sum-
mit.

The summit will open a
global dialogue and call
for actionable outcomes

on climate change mitiga-
tion from an Indian per-
spective,  blending our

repository of ancient wis-
dom and circular economy.

India, under its G20 pres-

idency, has unveiled a new
pathway for climate change
mitigation, through main-
streaming of Lifestyle for
Environment (Mission LiFE)
– urging the world to adopt
sustainable practices and
climate-friendly actions in
everyday life.

When it comes to climate
change mitigation, the
importance of individual
act ion and col lect ive
responsibility cannot be
ignored, and the time to act
is now.

India is also building
significant capacity in
areas of biofuels, renew-
ables, and alternate ener-
gy solutions like green
hydrogen, to define its
long-term national ener-
gy strategies, accelerate
its climate commitments,
and put the country on a

sustainable growth path.
The summit also aims

to showcase India’s abil-
ity to combine ancient
wisdom and modern tech-
nologies to mitigate climate
change and encourage
adoption of circular econ-
omy principles that high-
light India’s efforts towards
achieving energy security
through renewable ener-
gy deployment and oppor-
tunities in green hydrogen.

The talking points will
also include biofuels and
other renewable technolo-
gies, strengthening inter-
national cooperation, and
facilitating public-private-
government partnerships in
green energy technologies,
unlocking climate finance,
technology transfer, knowl-
edge sharing, and capaci-
ty building.

The plan is to com-
mence it at the end
of this month. This
program will provide
opportunities for
laborers to improve
their skills, opening
up new avenues for
their employment
prospects.
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THUMBNAILS Chandrababu Naidu gets
a bit of relief from HC
TDP supporters  hold a massive protest in IT corridors of Gacchibowli in Hyd

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD, 13 SEPTEMBER

A
ndhra Pradesh High
Court has stayed all
trial court proceed-
ings against former

chief minister and TDP pres-
ident N Chandrababu Naidu
in connection with the Skill
Development Corporation
case till 18 September.

This came after a lunch
motion petition was filed yes-
terday by his legal team in the
High Court seeking the sus-
pension of the 14 day long judi-
cial remand by the Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau special court
and also a stay on all the pro-
ceedings till the court gave a
verdict on his quash petition.

The CID had filed a petiti-
on for police custody of Mr
Naidu in the ACB court which
was slated to be heard today
but with the High Court’s
stay the investigators can-
not take him in custody till 18

September.
In the High Court, Mr

Naidu’s legal counsel Sid-
darth Luthra argued today that
his arrest was in violation of
section 17 A of the Prevention
of Corruption Act and also that
before his arrest the governor’s
permission should have been
taken.

The additional advocate

general P Sudhakar Reddy
was asked how much time he
would require to file a count-
er and he sought a week’s time.
After considering the request
from Mr Naidu’s legal coun-
sel for a stay on police cus-
tody proceedings the court
decided to post the next hear-
ing on the matter on the first
working day next week.

Meanwhile, TDP sup-
porters in Telangana today
organised a massive protest
in the IT corridors of Gac-
chibowli in Hyderabad against
Chandrababu Naidu’s arrest.

It was Mr Naidu who had
pushed for an IT hub in Hyder-
abad during his first stint as
chief minister of united Andhra
Pradesh. TDP supporters
claimed IT employees had
joined the protests today.

Protesters held aloft posters
reading: “I am with CBN”.
Tamil cine star Rajanikant
today spoke to Mr Naidu’s sun
Nara Lokesh and expressed
his concern over the arrest of
Mr Naidu. He called Mr Naidu
a friend and described him as
a fighter. He also advised Mr
Lokesh to be brave.

Jana Sena chief Pawan
Kalyan is also expected to
meet Mr Naidu at the Rajah-
mundry Central jail where the
former chief minister is cur-
rently lodged.

Kavitha calls Congress a party of cheaters
STATESMAN NEWS
SERVICE 
HYDERABAD, 13 SEPTEMBER 

Ahead of the meeting of the
Congress Working Com-
mittee (CWC) in Hyderabad,
BRS MLC K Kavitha today
attacked the grand old party,
calling it a party of “cheats”
and warned voters against
believing  in their sweet
words and promises.

With both the Congress
and the BRS vying for the
Muslim votes outside Hyder-
abad where AIMIM does
not contest, the BRS MLC
tried to woo the minority vot-
ers, listing out the develop-
ment work done by her
party. 

Switching to Deccani in
the middle of her speech in
Telugu, Ms Kavitha warned
the minority electorate, say-
ing: “Don’t be misled by
their sweet words. This is
because the Congress is a
party 
of deceivers. People have
come to know their traits in
the entire country. Earlier in
every state there was a Con-
gress government but now
there are hardly any in 4 or
5 states. Don’t believe in

these parties.”
She also posed questions

to Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi or party MP Rahul
Gandhi on the poll guaran-
tees that will be announced
by the party at the Vijayb-
heri, the Congress' planned
rally to be held on 17 Sep-
tember.

“In the next two days 
the entire Gandhi family of
the Congress is going to
descend here. I just want to
ask them only one ques-
tion ~ you are making all
these promises over here, did
you make any of these prom-
ises in any other states? This

is because the kind of work
that is being done here, this
has not been done any-
where else,” said Ms Kavitha,
referring to the pensions
for senior citizens and the
disabled. The Congress is
expected to make an
announcement on five poll
guarantees on the lines of its
successful Karnataka elec-
tion campaign.  The party
had reaped the benefits of
promising certain schemes
for the women and the poor
when it was voted to power
in the neighbouring state. 

Hoping to replicate the
success, the Congress lead-
ership is expected to make
announcements about sub-
sidised LPG cylinders, loan
waiver for farmers as well as
free bus rides for women. 

Yesterday, the BRS work-
ing president KT Rama Rao
also charged the Congress
with creating mayhem and
communal riots to change
its own chief ministers or
throwing sandals at its leader
PV Narasimha Rao. 

He had warned the peo-
ple of the danger of choos-
ing leaders who are slaves
to Delhi instead of the sons
of the soil.

Former BJP state general

secretary PP Mukundan

passes away: Senior BJP

leader PP Mukundan who

was the former state

general secretary of the

party in Kerala, passed

away on Wednesday

morning. He was 77.

Kochi-based Amrita Hos-

pital where Mukundan

was undergoing treat-

ment for respiratory dis-

eases declared him dead

at 8.11 am today. He was

a former Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh

Pracharak (worker) and

general secretary of the

kshatriya (Temple) Orga-

nization. Hailing from

Kannur, Mukundan has

been working in the pub-

lic sector for the past 60

years.enefit them,� he

stated. 

Teen killed, several inju-

red after getting elec-

trocuted at Mathura

event: A teenager died

from electrocution and

several others were

injured in the Kosikala

police station area of

Mathura on Wednesday

morning. 

The priority for the Health dept is to prevent more people from catching the Nipah virus
and arrange timely treatment of suspected patients, including psychological support

KERALA HEALTH MINISTER VEENA GEORGE
AMIDST FEARS OF THE SPREAD OF NIPAH VIRUS IN KERALA AFTER THE DEATH OF TWO PATIENTS IN KOZHIKODE DISTRICT

IT IS HEREBY INFORMED
THAT MY CLIENT MOHD.
SHAFIQ IS THE OWNER OF
FREEHOLD BUILT UP PROP-
ERTY MUNICIPAL NO. 313/61-
B, PLOT NO. 107-B, MEASURING
62.25 SQ YDS. VILLAGE
CHOWKRI MUBARAKABAD,
ANAND NAGAR. INDERLOK,
DELHI & IN THIS PROPERTY
SMT. KAMLA RANI, SHRI YASH
PAL @ SHRI YASH PAL
NARANG EXPIRED &  SHRI
MOHD. SHAFIQ DOES NOT
POSSESS THE SMC & DEATH
CERTIFICATES. 

IF ANY OTHER CLAIMENT
HAS ANY RIGHT IN THE
AFORESAID PROPERTY,
HE/SHE SHOULD INFORM &
GIVE INTIMATION TO THE
UNDERSIGNED WITHIN 15
DAYS FROM THE DATE OF
ISSUE OF THIS NOTICE 

SUBHASH GUPTA
ADVOCATE 

MOB : 9910464710 
D-446/2002 

Court Door : 14-09-2023
Spot : 14-09-2023
Auction :  13-10-2023 At

12:00 Noon 
Report Auction : 10-11-2023

WARRANT OF SALE OF
PROPERTY IN EXECUTION
OF A DECREE FOR MONEY
(Under Order XXI Rule 66 

of the CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pawan Singh Rajawat,
Additional District Judge-08

(West), Room No. 346, 
3rd Floor, 

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
Suit No. Award No : 

04/2014-15
L.D.  A. C. J. 25-08-2023

Ex. No. : 6/2017
Report : 10-11-2023

SHRI CHANDRA PRAKASH
PAHWA, PROPRIETOR OF M/S
MOHAN LAL CHANDER
PRAKASH & SONS, 4851-4852,
KATA SUBHASH, CHANDNI
CHOWK, DELHI-110006

-DH
Vs

SMT. KAVITA SHARMA, PRO-
PRIETOR OF M/S KARTIK
KUNAL INTERNATIONAL., EX. B-
47, HARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-
110064. 

-JD 
To,
Court Auctioneer,
These are to command you

to sell by auction, after giving
fifteenth days previous notice,
by affixing the same in this
court house and after making
the proclamation, the immov-
able property attached under
a warrant from this Court,
attached dated 03-08-2019
and 29-08-2019 in execution of
a decree in favour of DH in
Suit no-Award No : 04/2014-15,
or so much of the said prop-
erty as shall realise the sum
of Rs. 9,22,658.05, being the
amount of the said decree
and cost still remaining unsat-
isfied. 

You are further command-
ed to return this warrant on or
before 10 day of November,
2023, with an endorsement
certifying the manner in which
it has been executed, or the
reason why, it has not.

Given under my hand and
seal of the Court on this 23rd
day of August, 2023. 

Schedule 
Attached immoveable prop-

erty bearing No : B-18, First
Floor, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015. 

Additional District Judge-
08 (West), Tis Hazari

Courts, Delhi
Seal of the Court

S-4736

Court Door : 14-09-2023
Spot : 14-09-2023
Auction : 13-10-2023 At 12:00

Noon
Report Auction : 10-11-2023

WARRANT OF SALE OF
PROPERTY IN EXECUTION
OF A DECREE FOR MONEY
(Under Order XXI Rule 66 

of the CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pawan Singh Rajawat,
Additional District Judge-08

(West), Room No. 346, 
3rd Floor, 

Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi
Suit No. Award No : 

04/2014-15
L.D.  A. C. J. 25-08-2023

Ex. No. : 5/2017
Report : 10-11-2023

SHRI CHANDRA PRAKASH
PAHWA, PROPRIETOR OF M/S
MOHAN LAL CHANDER
PRAKASH & SONS, 4851-4852,
KATA SUBHASH, CHANDNI
CHOWK, DELHI-110006

-DH
Vs

SMT. KAVITA SHARMA, PRO-
PRIETOR OF M/S KARTIK
KUNAL INTERNATIONAL., EX. B-
47, HARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI-
110064. 

-JD 
To,
Court Auctioneer,
These are to command you

to sell by auction, after giving
fifteenth days previous notice,
by affixing the same in this
court house and after making
the proclamation, the immov-
able property attached under
a warrant from this Court,
attached dated 03-08-2019
and 29-08-2019 in execution of
a decree in favour of DH in
Suit no-Award No : 04/2014-15,
or so much of the said prop-
erty as shall realise the sum
of Rs. 9,22,658.05, being the
amount of the said decree
and cost still remaining unsat-
isfied. 

You are further command-
ed to return this warrant on or
before 10 day of November,
2023, with an endorsement
certifying the manner in which
it has been executed, or the
reason why, it has not.

Given under my hand and
seal of the Court on this 23rd
day of August, 2023. 

Schedule 
Attached immoveable prop-

erty bearing No : B-18, First
Floor, Kirti Nagar, New Delhi-
110015. 

Additional District Judge-
08 (West), Tis Hazari

Courts, Delhi
Seal of the Court

S-4737

IN THE COURT OF 
Sh. Sachin Jain, Additional
District Judge-02, South-
West, Room No. 605, 6th

Floor, District Court Com-
plex, Dwarka, New Delhi

GP No. : 20/2023
SARITA

-Petitioners
Vs

STATE (GOVT OF NCT OF
DELHI

-Respondents
CITATION UNDER GUARDIAN-

SHIP AND WARDS ACT, 1890  
Whereas a petition under

Section 8 (2) of the Hindu
Minority and Guardianship
Act 1956 read with Section
29 of guardianship and wards
act 1890 filed by Petitioner
Smt. Sarita W/o Late Sh. Saj-
jan Kumar R/o 446, Dichaon
Kalan, Najafgarh, South-West
Delhi-110043 for permission to
sell the share of minors name-
ly Master Keshav S/o Late
Sh. Sajjan Kumar R/o 446,
Dichaon Kalan, Najafgarh,
South-West Delhi-110043 in
the property i.e. 1/54th share
in undivided Agricultural Land
situated at Khasra No.
120//4(4-16), 7(4-16),13/1, min
(2-2), 14/1(2-8), 14.2(2-8), totoal
measuring an area of 16 bigha
10 biswas in revenue estate of
Dichaon Village, New Delhi-
110043.

Whereas the case has been
fixed for hearing on 04-10-
2023, notice is hereby given to
general public that if any
other relatives/friends, kins-
man or well wisher of the
aforesaid minor/desire to
adopt be appointed declare as
guardian of the person and
property of the said minor /
Lunacy of desire to oppose
the application of the peti-
tioner aforesaid he/she should
enter appearance in persons
in this court on the aforesaid
date and be prepared to
adduce on that day and doc-
umentary or oral evidence
which he may desire to
adduce in support of his/her
claim to such adoption
appointment of declaration of
in support his / her opposition
to the application of the peti-
tioner aforesaid.

Given under my hand and

the seal of this court on this
05-09-2023. 

Additional District Judge-
02, South-West, District

Court Complex, Dwarka,
New Delhi

Seal of the Court
S-4825

J-(Civil)-12 
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pankaj Gupta, District
Judge (Commercial Court),
South-West  District, Room
No. 603, 6th Floor, Dwarka

Courts, New Delhi
(Order 5 Rule 20 of the Code

of Civil Procedure) 
CS (COMM) : 324/2021

with MISC/DJ/ADJ/456/2023
CANARA BANK 

Vs 
RAJ KUMAR
To,
RAJ KUMAR 
S/O SH. JAI PRAKASH, R/O

118, B BLOCK, JJ COLONY, PAP-
PAN KALAN, SECTOR-8, DWAR-
KA, NEW DELHI-110045.

Whereas you are inten-
tionally avoiding services of
summons. It is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the
case on the day of 10-10-2023
at 10.00 A.M. i.e. The day fixed
in the matter, it will be heard
and determined ex-parte. 

Given under my hand and
seal of the Court on this 06th
of September, 2023.

Note : Defendant should
file his written statement of
defense within 30 days from
the date of service/receipt
of summons with advance
copy to the plaintiff and filling
of WS in commercial suit in
120 days period is mandato-
ry and no extension can be
granted.

District Judge (Commer-
cial Court), South-West Dis-

trict, Dwarka Courts, 
New Delhi

Seal of the Court
S-4826

IN THE COURT OF 
Sh. Gaurav Rao, Additional

District Judge-03, New Delhi
District, Patiala House

Court, New Delhi
PC No. : 30/21

Seema, W/o Jeetender
Kumar, D/o Late Puran Chand,
R/o RZF-18, F-Block, Ashok
Park, West Sagarpur, New
Delhi-110046.

-Petitioner 
Vs 

1. State, (NCT of Delhi). 
2. Late Ashok Kumar,

(Through his LR's), 
-Respondent No. 1

2 (a) Smt. Rama Devi, W/o
Late Ashok Kumar 

-Respondent No. 2
2 (b) Sh. Mahavir @ Tinku,

S/o Late Ashok Kumar
-Respondent No. 3 

2 (c) Sh. Deepak, S/o Late
Ashok Kumar

-Respondent No. 4 
2 (d) Smt. Nijtan, D/o Late

Ashok Kumar 
-Respondent No. 5

2 (e) Sh. Om Prakash, S/o
Late Ashok Kumar 

-Respondent No. 6
2 (f) Sh. Veer Singh, S/o

Late Ashok Kumar
-Respondent No. 7

R/o Respondent No. 2 (a)
to 2 (f) are :- 2514, Naiwada,
Chawari Bazar, Delhi-110006.

3. Smt. Chandra Kanta, W/o
Sh. Shyam Lal, D/o Late Puran
Chand, R/o Santdev Nagar,
Old Haivatpur, Khasra No. 74,
Sawan Enclave, Noida Ext.,
Zone 4, Greater Noida, Gautam
Budh Nagar, Uttar Pradesh-
201309 

-Respondent No. 8
4. Sh. Pramod Kumar,

(Through his LR's), 
4 (a) Smt. Raj Bala, W/o

Late Pramod Kumar
-Respondent No. 9

4 (b) Smt. Mamta, D/o Late
Pramod Kumar

-Respondent No. 10 
4 (c) Sh. Joginder, S/o Late

Pramod Kumar
-Respondent No. 11 

4 (d) Sh. Kishan, S/o Late
Pramod Kumar 

-Respondent No. 12
R/o Respondent No. 4 (a)

to 4 (d) are :- H. No. 265, 34
Block, Trilokpuri, Delhi-110091. 

5. Sh. Hariram @ Happy,
S/o Late Puran Chand, R/o
House No. M-29, Tagore Street
No. 13, Braham Puri, Delhi-
110053. 

-Respondent No. 13
6. Sh. Uday Chand @ Pappu,

S/o Late Puran Chand, R/o
RZ-10, 4th Floor, West
Sagarpur, Hans Park Near
Post Office, New Delhi-110046. 

-Respondent No. 14
Whereas a petition under

Section 278 of the Indian Suc-
cession Act, 1925 for the grant
of Letter of Administration
in respect of the estate of
Late Smt. Shanti Devi. 

Notice is hereby given to
the general public that any
person having objection for

the grant of letter of admin-
istration regarding mov-
able/immovable property in
respect of Property bearing
No. RZF-18, on Plot No. 18,
out of Khasra No. 33/4, Village
Dabri, Delhi State, F-Block,
West Sagarpur, New Delhi,
Savings Account No.
1847000100029068 in Punjab
National Bank, 4 Community
Centre, Phase-1, Mayapuri,
Delhi-110064 in the name of
Smt. Shanti Devi & Locker No.
23 in Punjab National Bank, 4
Community Centre, Phase-1,
Mayapuri, Delhi-110064 in the
name of Smt. Shanti Devi, if
anybody have any objection
he may file the same in the
court personally or through
counsel on or before the next
date of hearing, i.e. 23-11-
2023. 

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court on the
06th day of Sept., 2023. 

Additional District Judge-
03, New Delhi District,

Patiala House Court, 
New Delhi

Seal of the Court
S-4828

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF 

DEFENDANT 
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure) 
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Sanjay Sharma-I, 
District Judge (Commercial
Court), East, Room No. 12,

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi
CASE NO. CS (COMM) NO.

10/2023
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK 

Vs 
PARMJEET KAUR, PROP. M/S

BLUSH WOMEN BEAUTY
LOUNGE

TO 
PARMJEET KAUR, PROP.

(BORROWER), BLUSH WOMEN
BEAUTY LOUNGE, D/O SH.
SATNAM SINGH, AT SHOP NO.
1, GROUND FLOOR, F-44, MAN-
GAL BAZAR, LAXMI NAGAR,
DELHI-110092 

MOBILE NO. : 971175191 
EMAIL ID : smart.succes-

so@gmail.com
ALSO AT : H. NO. 538, 3,

GURU RAM DASS NAGAR,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092

WHEREAS above named
PLAINTIFF has instituted a
suit against you. You are here-
by summoned to appear
before this court in person
or by pleader on 19-09-2023 at
10:00 AM to answer the same. 

Take notice that, in default
of your appearance on that
day before mentioned, the
suit will be heard and deter-
mined in your absence. 

GIVEN under my hand and
the seal of the Court, this
03rd day of AUGUST, 2023. 

District Judge (Commer-
cial Court), East, Karkar-

dooma Courts, Delhi
Seal of the Court

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF 

DEFENDANT 
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure) 
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Sanjay Sharma-I, 
District Judge (Commercial
Court), East, Room No. 12,

Karkardooma Courts, Delhi
CASE NO. CS (COMM) NO.

09/2023
PUNJAB NATIONAL BANK 

Vs 
RAHUL GUPTA, PROP.

HANUMANT TEJAS GROUP
TO
RAHUL GUPTA, PROP. (BOR-

ROWER), HANUMANT TEJAS
GROUP, S/O SH. GYAN SWARUP
GUPTA, AT F-53/379, ARUNA
PARK, GALI NO. 14, LAXMI
NAGAR, DELHI-110092

MOBILE NO. : 8860763588,
07503735518 

EMAIL ID : hanumanttejas-
group@gmail.com  

ALSO AT : 768/69, GURU
RAM DASS NAGAR EXTN.,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092 

ALSO AT : 48-49, GALI NO. 2,
EAST GURU ANGAD NAGAR,
LAXMI NAGAR, DELHI-110092 

ALSO AT : A-14, SWASTHYA
VIHAR, NEAR H.D.F.C. BANK,
DELHI-110092 

ALSO AT : H. NO. 10/10A,
VIJAY BLOCK, LAXMI NAGAR,
DELHI-110092 

WHEREAS above named
PLAINTIFF has instituted a
suit against you. You are here-
by summoned to appear
before this court in person
or by pleader on 19-09-2023 at
10:00 AM to answer the same. 

Take notice that, in default
of your appearance on that
day before mentioned, the
suit will be heard and deter-
mined in your absence. 

Given under my hand and
the seal of the Court, this
03rd day of AUGUST, 2023

District Judge (Commer-
cial Court), East, Karkar-

dooma Courts, Delhi

Seal of the Court

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF 

DEFENDANT 
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure) 
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Prem Kumar Barthwal,
District Judge Commercial

(South), Room No. 12, 
3rd Floor, New Court Block-
01, Saket Courts, New Delhi
Suit No.: CS (Comm.) 9/2022

UNION BANK OF INDIA 
-Plaintiff

Vs 
ASHISH CHOUDHARY

-Defendant 
To 
M/s CHOUDHARY ENTER-

PRISES 
THROUGH ITS PROPRIETOR

UPPER GROUND FLOOR, SAI
COMPLEX, SULTANPUR, MANDI
ROAD, DELHI-110047

ASHISH CHOUDHARY PRO-
PRIETOR OF M/s CHOUDHARY
ENTERPRISES, A-157, FLAT No.
1, KH. No. 1632, 1634, BLKA,
PHASE-5, AYA NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110047 

WHEREAS you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the
case on 20-09-2023 the day
fixed for file a written 
statement within 30 days 
and appear in this court, it 
will be heard and determined
ex-partie. 

Given under my hand 
and the seal of the Court this
21-08-2023. 

District Judge Commer-
cial (South), New Court
Block-01, Saket Courts, 

New Delhi
Seal of the Court

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF 

DEFENDANT 
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure)
IN THE COURT OF 
Sh. Virender Bhat, 

District Judge (Comm.
Court), North District, 

Room No. 307, 3rd Floor,
District Courts, Rohini, Delhi 

CS-(COMM) 66/20 
STATE BANK OF INDIA  

-Plaintiff
Vs 

M/S A. S. ENTERPRISES  
-Defendants

To,
M/s A. S. Enterprises

(Through its Prop. Mr. Shar-
wan Kumar) S/o Kalewar
Mishra, R/o A-75, Shivpuri,
Samay Pur, Badli, Delhi-110042

Also At :  Mr. Sharwan
Kumar (Prop. of M/s A. S.
Enterprises), R/o 56/3, Kis-
han Colony, Prahlad Pur Ban-
gar, Delhi-110042

Whereas you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons it is hereby notified
that if you shall not file your
written reply within 30 days of
this Publication and not
defend the case on the 
18-09-2023 at 10:00 am fixed
for the final disposal, it will 
be heard and determined 
ex-parte. 

Given under my hand 
and the seal of the court, this
05-09-2023. 

District Judge (Comm.
Court), North District, Dis-
trict Courts, Rohini, Delhi

Seal of the Court
S-4829

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING
ATTENDANCE OF 

DEFENDANT 
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

Code of Civil Procedure)
IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Neelam Singh, 
District Judge (Commercial

Court-02), (South-East),
Room No. 14, Block-1, Saket
Courts Complex, New Delhi

Suit No. :
CS/COMM/942/2022

BANK OF INDIA
-Plaintiff  

Vs 
MS. ANJALI SONI & ANR.

-Defendant
TO 
1. SH. JAINENDRA KUMAR

SONI S/O SH. CHIRANJI LAL
SWARNKAR 

2. MS. ANJALI SONI D/0 SH.
JAINENDRA SONI 

BOTH DEFENDANT R/O H.
NO. 1432, D-13, GOVINDPURI,
KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110019 

WHEREAS you are inten-
tionally evading service of
summons it is hereby notified
that if you shall not defend the
case on the 23-09-2023 the
day fixed for file a written
statement within 30 days and
appear in this court, it 
will be heard and determined
ex-parties. 

Given under my hand 
and the seal of the Court this
01-09-2023.

District Judge (Commer-
cial Court-02), (South-East),
Block-1, Saket Courts Com-

plex, New Delhi

Seal of the Court
S-4830

IN THE COURT OF 
Sh. Bhupesh Kumar, 

District Judge (Commercial
Court-05), Room No. 22, 
4th Floor, Block-I, Saket

Courts Complex, New Delhi
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

CPC.)
CS (COMM) NO. : 97/2022 
CANARA BANK

-Plaintiff
Vs  

HARBANS SINGH GULERIA
-Defendants 

TO, 
HARBANS SINGH GULERIA 
PROP. M/S RAMNEEK 

OVERSEAS, S/0 DEVI SINGH
GULERIA, 141 A, KILOKARI,
NEAR ASHRAM CHOWK, NEW
DELHI -110014. 

MOBILE NO. : 8700351750 
Whereas Plaintiff has insti-

tuted that above Suit FOR
RECOVERY against the defen-
dants. Y.ou are hereby sum-
moned to appear in this Court
in person or by a pleader on
the 05th day of OCTOBER 2023,
at 10:00 0' clock, to answer the
same, failing which the Suit
will be disposed of ex-parte. 

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court, this 31st
AUGUST, 2023

NOTE : Defendant is
informed to file WS within a
period of 30 days from the
date of receipt of summons
with advance copy to the
plaintiff and filling of WS in
commercial suit in 120 days
period is mandatory and no
extension can be granted. 

District Judge (Commer-
cial Court-05), Block-I, Saket
Courts Complex, New Delhi
Seal of the Court

S-4831

IN THE COURT OF 
Sh. Bhupesh Kumar, 

District Judge (Commercial
Court-05), Room No. 22, 
4th Floor, Block-I, Saket

Courts Complex, New Delhi
(Order 5, Rule 20 of the

CPC.)
CS (COMM) NO. : 162/2022 
STATE BANK OF INDIA

-Plaintiff
Vs  

DEEPAK CHAUHAN
-Defendants 

TO,
SH. DEEPAK CHAUHAN 
SOLE PROPRIETOR OF M/S

RIDHIMA MAKEOVER, J-1980,
CHITRANJAN PARK, NEW
DELHI-110019.

ALSO AT : C-248, DAKSHIN-
PURI, NEW DELHI-110062. 
MOBILE NO. : +91-9650819073 

EMAIL :
DEEPU.DEEPAK.DEEPAK9O@G
MAIL.COM 

Whereas Plaintiff has insti-
tuted that above Suit FOR
RECOVERY against the defen-
dants. You are hereby sum-
moned to appear in this Court
in person or by a pleader on
the 26th day of SEPTEMBER
2023, at 10:00 0' clock, to
answer the same, failing
which the Suit will be dis-
posed of ex-parte. 

Given under my hand and
the seal of the court, this
29th AUGUST, 2023 

NOTE : Defendant is
informed to file WS within a
period of 30 days from the
date of receipt of summons
with advance copy to the
plaintiff and filling of WS in
commercial suit in 120 days
period is mandatory and no
extension can be granted. 

District Judge (Commer-
cial Court-05), Block-I, Saket
Courts Complex, New Delhi
Seal of the Court

S-4832

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 
IN THE COURT OF 

Ms. Sanchita Singh, 
Civil Judge (Junior Division),

Gurugram 
CNR No. :

HRGR02-003678-2023 
Next Date : 10-10-2023

RAJENDERA SACHDEVA S/0
BRIJ LAL SACHDEVA  R/O FLAT
NO. WT-6/602, WINDCHANTS,
SEC-112, GURUGRAM-122017 

Vs
1. EXPERION DEVELOPERS P

LTD, 8TH FLOOR, B-WIN, MILE-
STONE  EXPERION CENTRE,
SEC-15, GURUGRAM HARYANA 

2. WINDCHANTS CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION, REG-
ISTERED SOCIETY, REGISTERED
OFFICE AT WINDCHANTS COM-
MUNITY CENTRE, WIND-
CHANTS, SEC-112, DWARKA
EXPRESSWAY GURUGRAM 

3.SUB REGISTRAR, GURU-
GRAM, MINI SECRETARIAT
GURUGRAM-122001 

4. GENERAL PUBLIC 
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :
3.SUB REGISTRAR, GURU-

GRAM, MINI SECRETARIAT
GURUGRAM-122001 

4. GENERAL PUBLIC
In above titled case, the

defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 10-10-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Gurugram

Civil Judge (Junior Divi-
sion), Gurugram 

Dated, this day of 13-09-
2023 

Seal of the Court

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
(UNDER GUARDIAN AND

WARD ACT)
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pracheta Singh,
Addtional Civil Judge,

(Senior Division), Sohna
GW/11/2023

CNR No. :
HRGRA0-000511-2023 

Next Date : 14-11-2023
SMT. RENU

Vs
GENERAL PUBLIC
NOTICE TO :
GENERAL PUBLIC : SOHNA,

GURUGRAM, HARYANA
In above titled case, the

defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 14-11-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Gurgaon

Addtional Civil Judge,
(Senior Division), Sohna 

Dated, this day of 13-09-
2023 

Seal of the Court

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pracheta Singh,
Addtional Civil Judge,

(Senior Division), Sohna
CS/13/2022
CNR No. :

HRGRA0-000014-2022 
Next Date : 21-09-2023

RAVI KUMAR
Vs

BIJENDER SINGH
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :
GENERAL PUBLIC : SOHNA,

GURUGRAM, HARYANA
In above titled case, the

defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 21-09-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Gurgaon

Addtional Civil Judge,
(Senior Division), Sohna 

Dated, this day of 11-09-
2023 

Seal of the Court

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pradeep Kumar, 
Civil Judge, (Junior 

Division), Ferozepur Jhirka
CNR No. :

HRNUA1-000754-2023 
Next Date : 18-10-2023

JEKAM
Vs

MUDIT MITTAL
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :
MUDIT MITTAL FATHER :

GIRISH MITTAL, H. NO. 388,
SAINIK VIHAR, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 18-10-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Nuh

Civil Judge, (Junior Divi-
sion), Ferozepur Jhirka 

Dated, this day of 05-09-
2023 

Seal of the Court

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 

Sh. Pradeep Kumar, 
Civil Judge, (Junior 

Division), Ferozepur Jhirka
CNR No. :

HRNUA1-000755-2023 
Next Date : 18-10-2023

NOORJAHAN
Vs

MUDIT MITTAL
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :
MUDIT MITTAL FATHER :

GIRISH MITTAL, H. NO. 388,
SAINIK VIHAR, PITAMPURA,
DELHI-110034

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 18-10-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Nuh

Civil Judge, (Junior Divi-

sion), Ferozepur Jhirka 
Dated, this day of 05-09-

2023 
Seal of the Court

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 
Sh. Karun Kumar, 

Civil Judge, (Junior 
Division), Ludhiana

CNR No. :
PBLD02-000102-2021 

Next Date : 13-10-2023
RAJDEEP SINGH

Vs
SHAWETA KAPILA
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO :
1. Shaweta Kapila 
Spouse : Naveen Kumar,

R/o Village Sahnewal Kalan,
Tehsil and District Ludhiana.

2. Aakrshit Kapila Son of
Sh. Naveen Kapila Resident of
Village Sahnewal, Tehsil and
District Ludhiana.

3. Shikha Rani Daughter of
Sh. Raj Sunder son of Sh.
Narinder Kumar.

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 13-10-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Ludhiana

Civil Judge, (Junior Divi-
sion), Ludhiana 

Dated, this day of 31-08-
2023 

Seal of the Court

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)
IN THE COURT OF 
Rajesh Sharma-II, 

Addl. Sessions Judge, 
Fast Track Court, Faridabad

CNR No. :
HRFB01-003982-2020

ARB/25/2020 
Next Date : 09-11-2023

HARYANA FINANCIAL COR-
PORATION

Vs
M/S GOURAV PROCESSORS

PVT LTD.
NOTICE TO :
Rattan Singh Father : Ram

Swaroop, Mani Ram Bass,
844/2 Kosi District Mathura
(U.P.) Also At Bye Pass Kosi
Kalan, Near Tharkur Market,
NH II, Kosi Kalan Mathura
(U.P.) 281001

In above titled case, the
defendant(s)/respondent(s)
could not be served. It is
ordered that defendant(s) /
respondent(s) should appear
in person or through counsel
on 09-11-2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?t
rs=district_notice&dis-
trict=Faridabad

Addl. Sessions Judge, Fast
Track Court, Faridabad

Dated, this day of 12-09-
2023 

Seal of the Court

ADMISSION
NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTIFICATIONS



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

To give a further boost to
ease of justice through digi-
tal technology, the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on

Wednesday approved the e-
Courts Project Phase III as a
Central Sector Scheme, span-
ning four years from 2023, with
a financial outlay of Rs 7210
crore.

Announcing this, Infor-
mation and Broadcasting

Minister Anurag Thakur told
a press conference that the e-
courts project seeks to set
up online and paperless courts
so that the judicial system can
be made easy, affordable,
reliable and transparent for
citizens.

In line with the Prime
Minister’s vision of "Sabka
Sath, Sabka Vikas and 
Sabka Vishwas," the e-Courts
Mission Mode Project is the
prime mover for improving
access to justice using tech-
nology.

As part of the National e-
Governance Plan, the e-Courts
Project is under implemen-
tation since 2007 for ICT

enablement of the Indian
Judiciary, the Phase II of
which concluded this year. The
Phase III of the e-Courts Pro-
ject in India is rooted in the
philosophy of "access and
inclusion."

Taking the gains of Phase-
I and Phase-II to the next
level, the e-Courts Phase-III
aims to usher in a regime of
maximum ease of justice by
moving towards digital, online
and paperless courts, through
digitization of entire court
records, including legacy
records.

Cloud storage will be set
up to store evidence, case
records and software appli-
cations, Mr Thakur said.

He said the Phase-III will

bring in universalization of e-
Filing/e-Payments through
saturation of all court com-
plexes with 4,400 e-Sewa
Kendras. It will put in place
intelligent smart systems,
enabling data-based deci-
sion making for judges and reg-
istries, while scheduling or pri-
oritizing cases.

The main objective of the
Phase-III is to create a unified
technology platform for the
judiciary, which will provide
a seamless and paperless
interface between the courts,
the litigants and other stake-
holders.

In the first two phases,
more than 18,000 courts 
were computerized in the
country. While Rs 640 crore
were spent in the first phase,
the allocation was raised to
Rs 1,670 crores in the second
phase.

The third phase will cover
computerization, hardware
and network connectivity.
Cause lists and judgments
will be provided online, Mr
Thakur said.

The Centrally Sponsored
Scheme of e-Courts Phase

III is being implemented
under the joint partnership
of the Department of Jus-
tice, Ministry of Law & Justice,
and the e-Committee,
Supreme Court of India, in a
decentralized manner,
through respective High
Courts, to develop a judicial
system that would promote
ease of justice by making the
system more accessible.

The project will ensure
that citizens who do not have
access to technology can
access the judicial services
from e-Sewa Kendras, thus
bridging the digital divide.

Digitization of court records
will lay the foundation for all
other digital services in the
project. It will enable process-
es to become more environ-
mental friendly by minimiz-
ing paper-based filings and
reducing physical movement
of documents.

Virtual participation in
court proceedings will be
possible, thus reducing costs
associated with court pro-
ceedings, such as travel
expenses for witnesses, judges,
and other stakeholders.

Cabinet approves ̀ 7210 cr e-courts project for online justice
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After the INDIA Alliance Coor-
dination Committee meeting,
Congress General Secretary
KC Venugopal on Wednesday
said that the Committee has
decided to start the process
for determining seat-shar-
ing “at the earliest”.

The first meeting of the
Coordination Committee of
the INDIA alliance was held
at NCP chief Sharad Pawar's
residence in the national
capital.

“The first meeting of the
Coordination Committee was
held today at the residence
of Sharad Pawar and attend-
ed by 12 members parties.
Abhishek Banerjee of All India
Trinamool Congress could not
attend the meeting due to a
summon by the Enforce-

ment Directorate, arising out
of the vendetta politics of
Bharatiya Janata Party," the
joint statement read.

“The Coordination Com-
mittee has decided to start the
process for determining seat-
sharing. It was decided that
member parties would hold
talks and decide at the earli-
est,” it stated.

“The committee decided

to hold joint public meetings
in different parts of the coun-
try. The first public meeting
will be held at Bhopal in the
first week of October on the
issues of rising prices, unem-
ployment and corruption of
the BJP government.

“The parties present in
the meeting agreed to take up
the issue of Caste Census," it
stated.

“The coordination com-
mittee authorised the Sub-
Group on Media to decide
upon the names of the anchors
on whose shows none of the
INDIA parties will send their
representatives," it added.

Meanwhile, according to
sources, the seat-sharing for-
mula will be prepared by the
India alliance parties not
only for the General Elec-
tions but also for the upcom-
ing Assembly elections in
Rajasthan, Chattisgarh, MP,
Telangana and other states.

The member parties will
sit together to formulate a
strategy for the upcoming
Assembly polls.

The next INDIA Alliance
meeting will be held after
the Parliament special session.

Moreover, in the meeting,
a discussion was also being
done on the controversy

regarding Sanatan Dharma.
Stalin's letter was being dis-
cussed and it was decided that
all the parties would take the
same line, sources added.

After the meeting, sever-
al leaders of the INDIA alliance
said that the discussion on seat
sharing will finalised soon.

JD(U) leader Sanjay Jha
said, "Discussion happened
on seat sharing and state-wise
parties will finalise it soon."

After the meeting, Jhark-
hand CM Hemant Soren said:
“Let the time come. The peo-
ple of the country and vari-
ous political parties are ask-
ing a lot of questions...What-
ever has been decided in the
meeting has been told by
Congress General Secretary
KC Venugopal. Keeping in
view the sequence of events,
the INDIA alliance is work-
ing on its strategy.”

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW  DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER 

Ahead of INDIA bloc’s coor-
dination committee meet-
ing, the Janta Dal-United or
JD-U has pitched Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar as the
Opposition’s Prime Minis-
terial face for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. Addressing
a large gathering in Nalanda
on Tuesday, JD-U party pres-
ident Rajiv Ranjan Singh
announced that the Bihar
CM is ready to lead the coun-
try.

“Your leader is ready to lead
the country,” the president of
Nitish Kumar’s party JD-U
declared in Nalanda, accord-
ing to a Times of India report.
Interestingly, Nitish Kumar
himself has on several occa-
sions denied having any ambi-
tions to become the Prime
Minister.

As many as 28 Opposition
parties have come together to
form an alliance to country
the mighty BJP-led NDA in the
next year’s Lok Sabha elec-
tions. They have named their
alliance INDIA – an acronym

for Indian National Democ-
ratic Inclusive Alliance.

A coordination committee
of the INDIA alliance is sched-
uled for Wednesday where
leaders from member parties
will sit together to discuss the
seat sharing pact. Joint cam-
paign rallies will also be decid-
ed during the coordination
committee meeting in Delhi.

Earlier this month, Oppo-
sition leaders of at least 28 par-
ties gathered in the financial
capital of Mumbai to plan their
strategy and roadmap for the
2024 Lok Sabha elections. 

�Ready to lead the country�: JD-U
pitches Nitish as INDIA�s PM faceINDIA to begin seat-sharing

discussion �at the earliest�
The first meeting of the Coordination Committee of the bloc was held at Sharad Pawar�s residence

We are seeing what I would call a return of history. A return of history in terms of a civi-
lizational state, India expanding its influence, increasing its weight in the global order

S JAISHANKAR
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

Rajasthan HC ban: In a set-

back to the Rajasthan gov-

ernment, the High Court on

Wednesday banned the

appointment of Mahatma

Gandhi Seva Preraks being

done on a contract basis.

The court has said that alt-

hough the government can

continue the recruitment

process, appointment let-

ters will not be given. IANS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MAU, 13 SEPTEMBER 

Cracks energed in the oppo-
sition alliance , when Uttar
Pradesh Congress has hit
out at its I.N.D.I.A. partner
Samajwadi Party for the
party's loss in the Uttarak-
hand assembly bypolls
recently.

Uttar Pradesh Congress
president Ajay Rai, who
reached here on Wednes-
day said: “If Samajwadi
Party had supported the
Congress in the Bageshwar
seat of Uttarakhand, the
Congress candidate would
have won. SP has no exis-
tence in Bageshwar but
despite this they fielded a
candidate".

UP Cong hits
out at SP for
bypoll defeat

BABA FARID UNIVERSITY OF HEALTH SCIENCES
FARIDKOT

Admission Notice for 3rd PG Medical / Dental counselling
under NEET PG-2023

Fresh online Registration / Applications are invited through University Website
from eligible candidates on the basis of NEET-PG-2023 for vacant seats as per
Punjab Govt. Notification / Prospectus for admission to PG Medical / Dental
Courses in Govt. / Private Colleges, Private Universities and Minority
Institutions in the State of Punjab w.e.f. 14-09-2023 to 17-09-2023. Last date
for deposition of Registration Fee of Rs. 5,000 + 18% GST (Rs. 5,900) and Rs.
2,500 + 18% GST (Rs. 2,950 for SC candidates) through online Payment
Gateway and Last date for submitting willingness along with requisite fee to
participate in 3rd Round is 18-09-2023. Counselling will be conducted as per
schedule published on the University website. Any update issued by MCC /
Govt. of India / Govt. of Punjab regarding PG admissions session 2023 shall be
applicable. For Prospectus / detailed Schedule / vacant seats matrix / Fee / FAQs
/ Details and updates visit at www.bfuhs.ac.in Registrar

DELHI JAL BOARD
GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI, OFFICE OF THE ADDL. CE (DR) PROJECT-III

THROUGH EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (C) DR-XII MU BLOCK, PITAMPURA, DELHI-110034
Ph.: 011-27342465  E-mail: executiveengineercdr12@gmail.com

NIT No. 04 / EE (C) Dr XII / 2023-24 (Re-invite)

The tender has been uploaded on website http://delhi.govtprocurement.com

Sl. Name of Work Tender Amount Tender Date of release of Last Date &
No. Put to Fee Tender through Time of downlaod

Tender e-Procurement & RTGS through
Solution e-Procurement

Solution
1. Rs. Lumpsum Rs. 1,500 12-09-2023 25-09-2023

basis in the form up to
of RTGS 3-00 p.m.

Installation of 100 KLD Portable DSTP at Armed
Forces Preparatory Institute at Jharoda kalan on
DBO basis including 5 years O&M and 01 year defect
liability Period with other associated / allied appur-
tenant work. Tender ID: 2023_DJB_247397_1

Er. V.P. Sharma, EE(C)DR-XII

�STOP CORONA: Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene�
DELHI JAL BOARD, GOVT. OF NCT OF DELHI 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (E&M) I
CHANDRAWAL WATER WORKS NO. 1, 

CIVIL LINES, DELHI-110054, E-MAIL ID: eeenm1chwtp@gmail.com
PRESS NIT No.-06 (2023-24)

NIT Name of Work Estimate Earnest Date of release of Last date/time receipt 
No Cost Money (Rs.) Tender in e- of tender through

procurement solution e-procurement solution
06. Operation and com-

prehensive mainte-
nance of 8 MGD
waste water recycle
plant at Chandrawal
water works for 1
year

5,24,000 Tender Id:
2023_DJB_247298_1
Publish Date: 06
Sept., 2023, 5-30 p.m.
onward

26 Sept., 2023 up to
12-15 p.m.

Item Rate

NIT along with all terms & conditions is available 
on DJB website: https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Kuldeep Yadav 
Executive Engineer (E&M)-I

TENDER

BHOPAL, 13 SEPTEMBER

At least five persons were shot
dead and about eight others
sustained serious gunshot
wounds after a dispute
between members of two
communities ended in a
gun battle in a village in
Datia district of Madhya
Pradesh on Wednesday.

According to police, the
dispute occurred between
members of the Pal and
Dangi communities in vil-
lage Reda in the district.

Police said that a dispute
had occurred three days ago
between two individuals
over the grazing of cattle in
an agricultural field. Today
morning, the members of the
two communities called a
meeting to resolve the issue
but the meeting saw a free-
for-all  between the mem-
bers of the communities,
during which some people
from both sides brought out
guns and began firing.              SNS

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU, 13 SEPTEMBER

T
he commanding offi-
cer (CO) of a Rashtriya
Rifles (RR) unit and a
Major of the Army as

well as a DSP of J&K Police were
killed on Wednesday in an
encounter with terrorists in
South Kashmir's Kokernag
in Anantnag district.

Official confirmation of
the casualties was awaited
from the Army and Police.

The Srinagar-based Chinar
Corps said in the morning that
two Army and a J&K Police per-
sonnel were injured.

However, sources con-
firmed that Colonel Man-
preet Singh CO of 19 RR,
Major Ashish Dhonchak and
DSP Humayun Bhat were
martyred during the
encounter. 

Army helicopters were

rushed to evacuate the criti-
cally injured officers to the Sri-
nagar-based military hospi-
tal.

In another encounter in
Jammu's Rajouri district, an
rifleman of 63 RR, Ravi Kumar
was killed on Tuesday evening.
Two Pakistani terrorists have
been killed and three other

Army soldiers and a police PSO
have been injured in the
encounter.

Meanwhile, GOC 15 Corps,
Lt. General Rajiv Ghai, DGP
Dilbagh Singh, ADGP Kash-
mir Vijay Kumar along with
other senior officers flew to the
gunfight spot in Kokernag to
personally monitor the ongo-

ing operation. 
Additional troops have

been rushed to the encounter
spot. The encounter in Kok-
ernag broke out in the Gadole
area when a joint team of
Army and Police launched a
cordon and search operation
following intelligence inputs
about presence of terrorists.

The officers received bul-
let injuries during the initial
exchange of fire. They were im-
mediately rushed to hospital.

The joint operation in the
Rajouri village started on
Tuesday when the Indian
Army and JKP monitored and
tracked movement of two
terrorists since 7 September.

One terrorist was killed on
Tuesday and another on
Wednesday. Despite bad
weather and hostile terrain, the
second terrorist was pursued
and neutralized after heavy fir-
ing throughout the night.

A large quantity of warlike
stores have been recovered,
including Pakistan marking
medicines. An Army tracker
dog also laid down her life,  said
a defence spokesman.

Northern Army Com-
mander Lieutenant General
Upendra Dwivedi said Pak-
istan is trying to send foreign
terrorists to create distur-
bance in Jammu and Kashmir.
He also said that they would
not let Pakistan succeed in its
nefarious designs.

DIG Rajouri-Poonch range,
Dr Haseeb Mughal said that
the operation in Rajouri's
Narla village was underway for
the last three days, It was a joint
operation by the Indian Army,
J&K police and CRPF. 

This is the toughest terrain
of district Rajouri and there
were operational difficulties
as well but it was handled pro-
fessionally, he added.

Colonel, Major, J-K police DSP
killed in Anantnag encounter

Five dead in MP
gunbattle over
grazing dispute

IT teams raid premises of
Azam Khan, associates 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RAMPUR, 13 SEPTEMBER

The Income Tax Department
raided the premises of former
minister and senior Samajwa-
di Party leader Mohammad
Azam Khan here on Wednes-
day morning.  The Income Tax
Department team is searching
for clues about the irregulari-
ties committed in the 
Azam Khan-headed Jauhar
Trust since morning in 
Rampur, Meerut, Ghaziabad,
Saharanpur, Sitapur and Luc-
know.

Sources said the I-T teams
raided the house of the man-
ager of the Regency Public
School, who is close to Khan,
in Sitapur.  Income tax raid was
conducted at the house of SP

MLA Naseer Khan in Rampur.
I-T officials have also raided
Azam Khan's Humsafar Resort. 

Similarly, in Vidisha, Mad-
hya Pradesh, the I-T Depart-
ment team raided the resi-
dence of late Chaudhary
Munawwar Salim, former
Rajya Sabha MP from Sama-
jwadi Party, living in Bada
Bazaar area. 

An I-T team also raided the
residence of Ekta Kaushik,
close to Azam Khan's son
Adeeb, in Rajnagar Sector 9.
In Ghaziabad too.The raid
was conducted by a team of
five officers in the presence
of police. The Income Tax
Department team has locked
Ekta Kaushik's house from
inside and no one is allowed
to come in or out.



India pulled off a spectacu-
lar success at the just con-
cluded New Delhi G20 Sum-
mit. An extremely well-

organised event attended by the
top world leaders with a right
touch of colour and éclat, the
Indian diplomatic team had a
challenging ~ if,  at times,
despairing ~ task to achieve con-
sensus on the summit docu-
ment when many of the partici-
pants were not even on talking
terms. 

Achieving universal praise
from world leaders for its organ-
isation, its ambitious agenda
and its skilful straddling of these
divides is testimony to the coun-
try's organisational capabilities,
negotiating savvy, and the coun-
try's and the Prime Minister’s
international prestige.

The fateful nature of this
summit with serious implica-
tions for the G20’s future, the
parlous state of the global econ-
omy and overall stability is
reflected in the Leaders’ Decla-
ration itself whose negotiations
tested the risk-taking capability
of the Indian side in bringing it
to fruitful conclusion. 

Upgraded to the national
leadership level at the height of
the 2008 global financial and
economic crisis from that of the
finance ministers and central
bank governors of the 20 major
economies after the Southeast
Asian economic crisis (1997-98),
this global economic coordina-
tion mechanism is beset with a
widening economic divide bet-
ween countries and aggravated
great power tensions even as the
pace of technology and global
warming defy solutions except
through collective global effort.
To achieve the ‘Bharat’ imprint
on its evolutionary journey is
certainly an impressive result.

Created to achieve global
macro-economic stability, the
G20's record on this score has
been mixed since all its deci-
sions have to be fleshed out by
“official” multilateral organisa-
tions comprising much larger
memberships. The “cascading
challenges and crises”, mention-
ed in the Declaration, have only
worsened with the G7 leaders'
decision to bring the Ukraine
conflict front- and-centre to the
G20 process threatening to de-

rail it just when the UN secre-
tary-general has been warning
about a dysfunctional UN sys-
tem; the Bali Summit only made
it worse. Both at Bali and at New
Delhi, leaders were forced to
recognise that “geopolitical and
security issues” ~ hence their
resolution at such
forums ~ “can
have significant
consequences for
the global econo-
my”; this is a dep-
arture from the
G20’s earlier sum-
mits. G7 leaders’
injection of this
dimension can pa-
ralyse this process
when circumstan-
ces change in the
future ~ as they
would inevitably,
given the current
geopolitical volatil-
ity. The Indian ne-
gotiators ~ and the
leadership ~ had to begin with
the Bali formulation on Ukraine
and find common language
whilst retaining its substance. 

As the Indian Sherpa noted,
a take-it-or-leave-it stance was
taken on the final draft to force
the participants to countenance
the prospect of the Summit’s
failure. A bold decision was to
not invite the Ukrainian Presi-
dent to address the Summit.

Because of the recognition
of Indian prestige across the
geopolitical divide, the Prime
Minister's personal rapport with
most leaders, and the mobilisa-
tion of the key Global South
leaders, namely the past presi-
dency (Indonesia), and the next
two (Brazil and South Africa),
the final draft was accepted by
all participants and instanta-
neously adopted at the Prime
Minister’s initiative; this allowed
all sides to claim victory on the
Ukraine issue which was set in a
much wider geopolitical context
of the deleterious effects of con-
flicts in general.

G7 countries also realised
that most developing countries
have been taking a more am-
bivalent position on the Ukraine
conflict despite their voting re-
cord in the UN General Assembly.
Concerned about its economic
fallout in their respective coun-

tries, they are far more invested
in the G20's continuation as they
can influence its decisions on the
vital issue of sustainable econom-
ic growth and stability. A signifi-
cant expansion of the BRICS
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa) at its Johannesburg

Summit (August,
2023) with more
countries applying
for membership of
this ‘Non-West’
organisation was a
signal to the G7
that an excessive
focus on the politi-
cal and security
aspects of the
Ukrainian crisis
was counter-pro-
ductive. That its
geopolitical heft is
inadequate to cre-
ate a post-Cold
War global political
and economic
order was indeed

recognised by them at the launch
of the G20 forum at the finance
ministers' level in 1999.

The Declaration encom-
passes critical macro-economic
issues of equity, sustainability,
wider socio-economic progress,
climate crisis, reformed multila-
teralism, international taxation,
women’s empowerment and
terrorism and money-launder-
ing advancing an ambitious
common programme for the
radically altered circumstances
in the 21st-century to work for
the objective of ‘One Earth, One
Family, One Future’. 

A number of working grou-
ps had worked hard on these
thorny issues where Indian ac-
hievements in digital infrastruc-
ture, financial inclusion, public
health, renewable energy, life-
style for sustainable develop-
ments et cetera were showcased
for the wider world, both the
developing and the developed.

The Prime Minister has
suggested a virtual summit
before the end of the Indian
presidency in November, 2023,
so that time-bound commit-
ments can be passed on to the
incoming Brazilian presidency. 

These can be shaped fur-
ther as India will continue to be
part of the G20 Troika compris-
ing the outgoing, the incum-

bent, and the incoming presi-
dencies. Global ~ and, planetary
~ challenges remain daunting
with shrinking time-horizons
which are affecting global stabil-
ity and social fragility. State fra-
gility or collapse, as currently
evident, diminishes governance
capabilities which in turn be-
come challenge-multipliers.

Due to the Indian initiative
to give this process mass char-
acter, involving the developing
countries extensively, many of
these ideas do not even require
adoption by the “official” mul-
tilateral institutions but can be
propagated through experience-
sharing and capacity-building in
bilateral and plurilateral frame-
works. For several years already,
the G20 process has been buf-
feted by geopolitical tensions as
much as any other multilateral
organisation. 

As it articulates more vigor-
ously the voice of the Global
South, the G7 is also consolidat-
ing whilst the absence of Russ-
ian and Chinese Presidents at
the New Delhi Summit suggests
a perception among decision-
makers in these countries that
the G20 is getting increasingly
dominated by the West. They
are concentrating their efforts to
develop the ‘Non-West’ multi-
lateral organisations. These
widening geopolitical fault-lines
do not bode too well for the
health of G20's future.

The post-Cold War history
demonstrates that alternative,
competing organisations to the
existing UN system are not their
effective replacement.  The West
is also exploring further options
in multilateral diplomacy such
as the joint IBSA-US statement
on the sidelines of the New Delhi
Summit, to build on the “historic
progress” of India’s G20 presi-
dency. Both Russia and China
are absent in the IBSA organisa-
tion which comprises India,
Brazil and South Africa.

The Prime Minister's app-
roach to strengthen the existing
UN system by making it more
responsive to the challenges of
the 21st century is thoughtful.
This is important lest it also be-
comes a relic of the past leaving
our troubled, volatile world and
its challenges without a global
governance mechanism.

The Ontario government is
delaying construction of
affordable housing by dou-
bling down on the Greenbelt

scandal and gifting to even more
developers the power to pave over the
land that farmers need to grow food
for the people of this province.

For this government, it is devel-
opers first and farmers, eaters, and
the house poor last.

The members of the National
Farmers Union ~ Ontario (NFU-O)
are fed up with the ruse that a lack of
land is the cause of the housing crisis.
Successive government inaction ~
including the current government ~
to prevent farmland and housing
speculation, encourage municipal
density, build public housing, and
enforce affordable housing targets for
developers are the real reasons so
many Ontarians can’t access afford-
able homes.

Farmers and farmworkers have
not only been negatively affected by
soaring housing costs, we’ve also
borne the brunt of developer specu-
lation driving up farmland prices.
We’ve watched neighbouring farms
removed from the agricultural land-
scape at a staggering 319 acres
per day. 

Farmland speculation threatens
sustainable local food systems and
has placed farm ownership out of
reach for the next generation of farm-
ers. Instead of listening to farmers,

Indigenous leaders, concerned citi-
zens, a Housing Affordability Task
Force (which included as a member
the former Conservative leader, Tim
Hudak), the auditor general, and the
integrity commissioner ~ all of whom
have disputed the need for sprawling
development on agricultural and eco-
logically sensitive lands ~ the Ford
government now insists their $8.3 bil-
lion developer giveaway was not
enough. Instead of returning the
7,400 acres snatched from the Green-
belt they’ve decided that other deep-
pocketed developers deserve a hand-
out too.

As for the average, hard-working
Ontarians that this government
apparently cares so much about? In a
twist on the famous phrase attributed
to Marie Antoinette, Ford might as
well be saying, “let them eat con-
crete.”

We have to disagree with Paul
Calandra, Ontario’s new housing
minister: this government has proven
itself incapable of a viable plan to
build 1.5 million homes while
respecting our natural heritage and
finite farmland.

As the Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Affairs told the audi-
tor general, the land already removed
from the Greenbelt “will lead to sig-
nificant adverse impacts on agricul-
ture.” 

And while the government
embarks on another dubious process
for further Greenbelt land removals,
properties within pre-existing munic-
ipal boundaries sit dormant awaiting
a competent government that knows
how to do the right thing.

We reject a Greenbelt giveaway
scheme that takes away scarce
resources and skilled construction
workers to build unattainable sprawl
instead of livable communities.

Tinkering with a corrupt process
is not being accountable and endors-
ing sprawling development is not
affordable or sustainable.

A viable plan to deal with the
housing crisis would focus on build-
ing affordable housing where people
actually work and where community
infrastructure already exists.

The NFU-O demands the gov-
ernment return the 7,400 acres of
Greenbelt land and halt any process
that erodes Greenbelt protections or
threatens the province’s agricultural
operations.
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Cold War 2.0

That the United States of America is entering a
consequential period in its relations with China
is beyond doubt. The trajectory of this bilateral

relationship will shape both countries’ foreign policy
agendas for decades to come. At a time when the
characterisation of the intensifying competition
between the USA and China as “a new Cold War” has
gained global currency, what aspects of the US-Soviet
or original Cold War are applicable even today?
Matthew Turpin of the Hoover Institution nails it in a
recent research article when he writes that the Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP) views the USA as an
existential threat. That is the starting point of this
debate. Over the past few years, a new geopolitical
condition has emerged. The USA and China coexist, if
somewhat uneasily, in a multipolar world in which
each side is deeply suspicious of and hostile to the
worldview of the other. 

Simultaneously, adds Turpin, both Washington
and Beijing recognise that they cannot overpower
their rival, which compels them to avoid direct mili-
tary conflict while pushing their rivalry into other
domains. Pithily put, this geopolitical condition is
called a cold war. Thus, it is important to differentiate
between the term “cold war”, and the proper noun
“Cold War,” an event that took place between the
USA and the USSR from 1947 to 1991. The historical
event involved specific circumstances and actors,
but the condition defined by the term (a state of polit-
ical hostility between countries that unfolds across
all domains short of open, direct warfare) aptly
applies to today’s Sino-American situation, just as
it did a generation ago to the US-Soviet rivalry.
Therefore, goes the argument, the question that
some scholars and commentators still ask ~ are the
USA and China ‘destined’ for a new cold war ~ is a
category error, iterates Turpin. The cold war already
exists. A unique attribute of cold wars, however, is
that their beginning can only be perceived in retro-
spect; belligerents don’t issue formal declarations
of hostility.

A cold war starts incrementally as the weight of
actions by both sides builds “until we reach what
George Orwell called a peace that is no peace”. Beijing
seems to have learnt lessons from the Cold War better
than that confrontation’s victor, at least in one
respect. If your rival is reluctant to acknowledge a
cold war exists, it can be advantageous to paint them
as harbouring a “Cold War mentality” as the CCP and
the top echelons of the People’s Republic of China
routinely does. It helps complicate the adversary’s
political decision-making, especially if it is a democ-
racy which for all its flaws America is, even as one
wages a cold war against it as China is certainly doing.
That is the grim reality. Costly and dangerous as it is,
the American establishment, especially of the left-lib-
eral variety, needs to internalise it if it is to design an
effective foreign policy vis-à-vis Beijing. 

JFK twist

As the 60th anniversary of President John F.
Kennedy’s assassination approaches, an unex-
pected twist has emerged from an interview

with Paul Landis, a former Secret Service agent who
was a first-hand witness to the fateful events of 22
November 1963. Landis, now 88, has cast doubt on
the Warren Commission’s single-bullet theory,
prompting renewed speculation and debate around
one of the most enduring mysteries in American his-
tory. In the recent interview, Landis’s recollection
diverges from his written statements shortly after the
assassination. He now questions the official narrative
that a single bullet struck Kennedy from behind, exit-
ing through his throat, before continuing to hit then
Texas governor John Connally in the back, thigh,
chest and wrist. The bullet, a shred of crucial evidence
supporting the theory that Lee Harvey Oswald was
JFK's sole assassin, had been famously found on a
stretcher believed to have held Connally at Parkland
Memorial Hospital. Landis’s revelation is significant
for several reasons. First, his proximity to Kennedy
during the motorcade in Dallas grants him a unique
perspective on the events. 

Standing on a running board just feet away from
the President when he was shot, Landis’s account
holds weight as an eyewitness testimony. Secondly,
his change of heart challenges the conventional wis-
dom held for decades. The Warren Commission’s
conclusion that Oswald acted alone in assassinating
JFK had been controversial since its inception. Lan-
dis’s scepticism about the single-bullet theory could
breathe new life into the theories and conspiracies
that have persisted over the years. One crucial detail
from Landis’s interview is his claim that he found a
bullet lodged in the limousine seat behind where
Kennedy was sitting. To save it from souvenir-
hunters, he picked it up and placed it next to Kennedy
on a stretcher. Landis’s decision underscores the
gravity of the situation at the time. He recognised the
bullet as a crucial piece of evidence and didn't want it
to disappear or be lost. This revelation raises ques-
tions about how such a critical piece of evidence
ended up on Connally's stretcher.

The timing of Landis’s statement is also notewor-
thy. It comes after the Biden Administration ordered
the release of over 16,000 documents related to
Kennedy’s assassination. These documents were
made public in response to repeated demand.
Over 70 per cent Americans supported the release,
according to a 2022 poll. Landis’s interview now
adds another layer to the discussions around these
documents and their potential to shed new light
on the assassination. Landis’s upcoming book,
“The Final Witness: A Kennedy Secret Service Agent
Breaks His Silence After 60 Years,” scheduled for
release on October 10, is expected to provide further
insight into his perspective on the events of that
tragic day. Readers and historians will undoubtedly
scrutinise his account for additional revelations or
details that could reshape our understanding of the
assassination. 

Vol. CXXXXXVII  216

Because of the recognition of Indian prestige across the geopolitical divide, the Prime

Minister's personal rapport with most leaders, and the mobilisation of the key Global

South leaders, namely the past presidency (Indonesia), and the next two (Brazil and

South Africa), the final draft was accepted by all participants and instantaneously

adopted at the Prime Minister's initiative. This allowed all sides to claim victory on

the Ukraine issue which was set in a much wider geopolitical context of the deleterious

effects of conflicts in general

editor@thestatesman.com

SIR, Apropos your editorial, “Per-
ilous path”, published today, the
constituent assembly that was to
draw up the constitution for Pak-
istan and serve as a legislature
under the parliamentary system,
failed ab initio, as most of its
ministers shunned legislative
onus to be ambassadors or gov-
ernors to relish power. 

From the very beginning, the
country’s nascent democracy
grew to indifference, spawning
weak democratic systems. 

In time its landed gentry
usurped leadership to evolve
over time a ruling class that con-
vinced the populace that conti-

nuity of governance supercedes
propriety and inclusiveness, and
to set the stage for political
dynasties. For long, Pakistan had
one from Punjab and another
from Sind. 

But it had a third one, the
dynasty of the military generals.
The first two went the way of
all flesh, busy dispensing favours.
They had let the generals run
policy. Imran Khan was the
first Pashtun to break into a
closed club. 

True to his bloodline, he
proved to be a rebel. And now it
is but a question of time before
he too would be exiled by the

stripes of real power. For a nation
looking constantly inward, every
change in Pakistan must remain
peripheral and synthetic, its insti-
tutions systematically de-sta-
bilised, its ideology circum-

scribed by tenuous relations with
India and an economy depen-
dent on big power largess. 

Pakistan would be led by cir-
cumstances and seldom by its
leaders. With popular move-

ments never taking off, Pakistan
could remain stunted, fresh sets
of   PMs and Army Chiefs
notwithstanding. 

Yours, etc.,  R Narayanan,
Navi Mumbai, 9 September.

Flawed  birth

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

YOGENDRA
KUMAR

The writer is a former
ambassador and his book
�Geopolitics in the Era of

Globalisation� was published
by Routledge in 2021

Ontario�s farmers

are fed up with

the Greenbelt

giveaways

The Indian Touch



In the course of an interesting memo-
randum prepared for the Imperial Eco-
nomic Conference by a committee repre-
sentative of the shipping industry, a com-
parison is made between the cost of trans-
port by sea and that by rail. The difference
is greater than most people realise. Wheat
can be carried from Australia to the United
Kingdom, over a distance of 12,000 miles,
at the rate of 1s. 6 and 3/4d. per cwt.;
whereas to take it from Liverpool to Lon-
don by rail costs 1s. 4d. per cwt.; or, taking
the rates per mile, a sea freight of 0.0016
pence may be compared with a rail freight
of 0.08 pence, the sea freight thus amount-
ing to only one-fiftieth of the railway rate.
In the case of iron and steel rails under 30
feet, the sea freight from London to New
Zealand, a distance of 13,000 miles, when
compared with the railway rate for 170
miles between Middlesborough and Birm-
ingham, works out at 0.046 pence per mile
as against 1.4 pence, the sea freight
amounting to one-thirtieth of the cost of
railway transport. It is pointed out that the
total cost of transport of cargoes between
Great Britain and the Dominions, includ-
ing freight, insurance, bank, and other
charges, probably does not average more
than 5 per cent on the value of the cargoes
carried. Obviously there is not much room
for reduction.

SHAHJAHANPUR
RIOTS
ALLAHABAD, SEPT. 13

A correspondent wires to the Leader
from Shahjahanpur stating that after five
days of excitement, during which about
200 people received injuries, the city is
quiet. Over one hundred people were
arrested on September 7, but now there
are less than fifty in custody or one bail.
Hindu shops are still closed but the Com-
missioner paid a visit on September 9,
and it is hoped that normal conditions
will soon be restored. Mr. Bhagwati Sahai
Bedar says that on September 4, the
Dadhkandho day, all sorts of rumours
were in circulation, and after some nego-
tiation it was settled that the Hindus
might celebrate the festival on the days
agreed on, but crowds of Hindus and
Moslems with lathis gathered near the
point at which the Hindu procession was
to start.

GERMANY AND THE
RUHR
BERLIN, SEPT. 13

Addressing representatives of the
German Press yesterday, the Chancellor,
Herr Stresemann, said that clearly a solu-
tion of the Ruhr trouble could not be
achieved solely by means of passive resist-
ance nor by a policy of force. The Govern-
ment would do a great service if it could
cut the Ruhr dispute short, but feelers
which up till then had been put forth
shewed what difficulties existed. The
question of the sovereignty of the
Rhineland and regaining the freedom of
the Ruhr was decisive to Germany, who
was ready to give real guarantees for the
purpose of its solution. The Government
had been assured by leading representa-
tives of industry and finance that they
would take their share of obligations in
connection with the proposed scheme.     

POONA MURDER
CASE
POONA, SEPT. 13

Staff-Sergeant-Instructor J.A.
Pearston, who is charged with the mur-
der of Miss May Esther Ingham on the
night of August 17, was again brought up
before Mr. Mackie, I.C.S., District Magis-
trate, Poona, today, in order that he might
produce evidence to prove that he was a
European British subject. Lieutenant
Paton Walshe, R.A., tendered extracts
from the accused's birth certificate and
his father's marriage certificate, which the
magistrate considered insufficient.
Charges were framed under section 302
I.P.C. and the magistrate, committing the
accused to the sessions, remarked that the
question whether he was a European
British subject or not could again be
brought up in that court. Asked if he had
any witnesses to call, the accused said he
had none. 

LALA LAJPAT RAI'S
VIEWS
SOLON, SEPT. 13

In the course of an interview with a
Press representative, Lala Lajpatrai said
that fundamentally the Council and the
Assembly stood on the same footing as the
municipal corporation and other local
bodies. Both were Government institu-
tions governed by British laws. Entry in
the latter was allowed by the Congress
with the object of using them for non-
cooperation purposes. Entry into the
Council was therefore no more opposed
to the basic principle of non-cooperation
than membership of municipal boards.
With regard to non-cooperation, the Lala
said that experience had shown that the
country was not yet ready for the high
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi, and that along
with constructive work to prepare the
country for such ideals, they should not
neglect other channels and methods of
political education.
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NEWS ITEMS

OCCASIONAL NOTE

ACROSS

8 Fracturing a hip 

seems to give 

you stress 

(9)

9 Record company 

name left with 

guy in Genesis 

(5)

11 Earth footage 

beginning to explain 

rare event (7)

12 Requirement to 

return key 

was irritating 

(7)

13 Government on 

Hawaii has 

evacuated schools 

(5)

14 Loud 60s band 

hoards top-notch 

moisturiser perhaps 

(4,5)

16 Despise cod art 

as vulgar � it�s often 

crude (7,8)

19 Mark is amongst 

sailors retreated 

for worms (9)

21 Coop came good 

finally with single 

large clutch? 

(5)

22 Pioneer in Western, 

a person without 

prospects (7)

23 Population theorist 

originally had useful 

stats on cereal 

(7)

24 Preliminarily examine 

lessons by Catholic 

church (5)

25 �airy thing maybe 

hopping about capital 

(9)

DOWN

1 Captain perhaps 

losing a pipe and 

navy trousers 

(10)

2 Ex-drinkers accepting 

sweet soldier�s 

defence (8)

3 College zone parking 

south of river 

outside of 

undertakers 

(6)

4/22  Energetic character 

and yours truly on 

stage? (4,4)

5 Destructive prince 

blasted over 

written promises 

(10)

6 Both uninitiated, 

Stacy and Bella 

mounted animal (5,3)

7 Pleased when 

surgeon ultimately 

leaves thyroid? 

(4)

10 Boy cut all 

gorging, ankles 

progressively 

swelling (5)

14 Test specialty 

model Den 

brought back (5,5)

15 Interfering with 

tally of awards 

picked up 

(10)

17 Clint and 

Emmanuel hiding 

together 

(2,6)

18 Compound 

of lead cured 

doctor�s inner 

demon (8)

20 Mean Grinch regularly 

spoilt enchantment 

(5)

21 Draw alien creature 

with a beak (6)

22 See 3

23 Pulp tour across 

frozen country 

(4)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25

CROSSWORD
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AND GOVIND SINGH

M
egasthenes visited India
some 2,300 year ago and
recorded his observations
in the book Indika. His

records show that millets were one of
the main crops grown in ancient India
and popular among the masses. The
G20 delegation that visited India this
year may have a similar account to
narrate. The eighteenth G20 summit,
hosted by India under the theme
“One earth - One family - One future”,
promoted millets as a sustainable and
healthy option. Millets were discussed
during different G20 events and also
served as part of the fusion cuisine.

Millets are nutrient-rich super-
foods that include diverse small-seed-
ed crops like sorghum (jowar), pearl
millet (bajra) and finger millet (ragi).
They have the potential of feeding the
increasing population without caus-
ing significant harm to the environ-
ment. Millets have been part of our
diet since ancient times and were
recently dubbed as Shree Anna or the
best among all grains. 2018 was
declared as the national year of millets
by India, and 2023 has been declared
as the international year of millets by
the United Nations at the behest of
India.

India took a number of initiatives
as part of the G20 presidency to pro-
mote millets. In February 2023, during
the G20 Agriculture Deputies’ meet-
ing, India called on G20 nations to
adopt the 3S strategy of smart and
sustainable agriculture that can serve
everyone. A month later, the Govern-
ment of India organised a global mil-
lets (Shree Anna) conference. The
conference served as a platform for
knowledge-exchange on agricultural
best practices related to millets. In
April 2023, the G20 Meeting of Agri-
cultural Chief Scientists took place in
Varanasi and extended whole-heart-
ed support to India’s MAHARISHI or
millets and other ancient grains inter-
national research initiative proposal.

India is the largest producer of

millets in the world accounting for
nearly 20 per cent of the global pro-
duction; promoting millets is certain-
ly in India’s interest. But millets pro-
vide benefits that far outweigh the
economic gains. Millets are climate-
resilient, and they have a better
chance of withstanding increasing
carbon dioxide concentration in the
atmosphere. Millets are sturdy,
drought-resistant crops and their
revival can boost food security in all
parts of India. They are also a healthy
food option and can help overcome
many of the lifestyle diseases that
plague city dwellers.

Despite their many benefits, mil-
lets were largely overlooked during
the decades that followed the inde-
pendence of India. This is because the
post-independence period was a tur-
bulent one for India. Traditional, self-
sufficient village economy had signif-
icantly declined under the British rule

prior to independence. The first few
years of post-independent India were
marred with famine, reduced agricul-
tural productivity and widespread
hunger.

Increasing food production to
feed the millions was the need of the
hour. High-yielding wheat and rice
varieties were developed at such a
time followed by mechanization of
agriculture, setting up of chemical
plants and enhancing irrigation facili-
ties. In due course, under what came
to be known as the green revolution,
India became food-surplus.

However, challenges due to green
revolution became prominent each
passing year since the 1960s. In 1962,
Rachel Carson published the book
“Silent Spring” which amplified the
detrimental effects of chemical-based
agriculture on the environment.
Green revolution needed favourable
agro-climatic conditions due to which

agriculture boomed in only a few
north Indian states. This led to region-
al economic disparity in the country
since India is primarily an agricultur-
al-based economy.

Increasing use of chemicals and
machines in green revolution states
like Haryana and Punjab subsequent-
ly resulted in soil degradation, water
pollution and a public health crisis.
Today, ground water has alarmingly
declined in most parts of Haryana and
Punjab. Climate change is worsening
the situation and state governments
are running schemes to discourage
farmers from growing water guzzling
crops like paddy.

Millets were the major food
crops cultivated in India before the
green revolution. Today, a need is felt
to reintroduce millets as part of the
strategy to adapt to climate change.
Augmenting our food supply system
with millets is  also needed to

improve the overall health index of
the Indian population. Consuming a
mix of millets in the diet, for exam-
ple, is known to reduce iron deficien-
cy – a key public health concern in
India. Making millets part of the daily
diet can do wonders for improving
public health.

Compared to rice and wheat, mil-
lets have higher protein, iron and cal-
cium levels. They are rich in polyphe-
nols, which help reduce fat absorp-
tion and have low glycaemic index
which helps regulate blood sugar lev-
els. With so many benefits associated
with them, millets are the champions
of the food system. Their re-adoption
in the global food supply can help
achieve many UN Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals at one go.

(The writers are, respectively, student and
associate professor at Jindal School of
Environment & Sustainability, O.P. Jindal Global
University, Haryana, India.)

RAFIA ZAKARIA

W
ith great wealth comes
great privilege. In the
case of the US, that privi-
lege extends to the cre-

ation of a sterilised distance between
the dying and the living. When the
elderly begin to hover close to death,
they are relegated to nursing homes
where staff care for them and family
visits every now and then. Most of the
time, these forgotten but alive people
die in the nursing home with
strangers around them.

The cutting-edge medical facili-
ties available to Americans also mean
that treatment of medical problems
continues all the way until death even
after it has been shown to not provide
benefits to them.

This used to be the norm until
some years ago when a new service
called ‘hospice’ also became available.
This type of care is available both in
medical facilities as well as at home.
Unlike curative treatments which
attempt to cure or curb illnesses like
cancer, hospice services focus on pro-
viding palliative care. This means that
instead of trying to cure a patient,
hospice care only focuses on keeping
the patient comfortable and as free
from pain and discomfort as is possi-
ble as they start to close in on their
last moments in this world.

Hospice workers, most of whom
are qualified as registered nurses,
spend a lot of time with people who
are dying. Recently, one of these hos-
pice nurses 30-year-old Hadley Vla-
hos released a book in which she lists
the things she has been told or has
observed as happening before some-
one passes away. Her best-selling
book, The In-Between: Unforgettable

Encounters During Life’s Final
Moments, documents stories of
patients she has cared for as they
neared their last moments. According
to Vlahos, the phenomena that she
has observed are ones that she has
seen occur regardless of the patient’s
religious beliefs or even if they had no
religious beliefs.

According to Vlahos, nearly all
dying people begin to see relatives
and other dear ones who have already
passed away. As she recounts in the
book, the interesting thing about this
is that in the dying experience these
loved ones appear just as real as actu-
ally living people. So it is not uncom-
mon for hospice workers to be intro-
duced to these people that dying
patients appear to see before them in
their final moments.

To some, it would seem that
these loved ones are there to make the
experience of dying and leaving the
world easier for those who are passing
away. During this ‘in-between’ peri-
od, the dying person is said to be hov-
ering somewhere in between this
world and the next, and the barrier
between the two becomes permeable.
Many may ask if this can be consid-
ered proof that consciousness as we
know it survives even after death. Very
often the loved ones that they see look
young and vibrant even if they had
been old when they passed away.

In one case, the writer went for a
routine shift to the home of a man
who she had been taking care of for
the past eight months. When she got
there, her patient whom she had never
seen getting out of bed was walking

around with a flashlight searching for
something. She was surprised because
she did not even know that the patient
had the capacity to walk. When she
asked his wife what was happening,
she too did not have a clue. She asked
the man who or what he was search-
ing for and he said he was searching
for Anna. When she told his wife this,
tears starting pouring down her face. It
turned out that the couple had lost a
two-year-old daughter who had been
named Anna. Not only did this patient
believe he was seeing a deceased loved
one, he was also experiencing a surge
of energy.

In Vlahos’s experience, many
people who are dying experience a
strong surge of energy just before they
pass away. Patients with dementia or
Alzheimer’s may suddenly have

moments of lucidity in which they can
talk to loved ones and recognise peo-
ple who they have not been able to
recognise for years. Others start to
walk after being bedridden for years,
or suddenly get the ability to have a
conversation after being silent for
months. In addition, many of the
dying are able to say when they will
die. So despite the medical odds, they
will manage to hang on to life if they
are waiting for a loved one to come
and say a final goodbye.

The traditions of Muslim burial
such as encouragement to attend
funeral prayers of the deceased even if
one did not know them exist so that
the living do not forget the dead. This
creates a proximity with death that is
meant to foster not only a mindful-
ness of the transient and fragile nature
of life itself but also empathy for the
living family members in their grief.

A few years ago, a study done on
the regrets of the dying found that
mostly those close to the end of life
regretted not spending enough time
with their loved ones, especially their
children. They also regretted working
too much since that often led to them
missing out on important occasions.
Many of the dying also wished that
they had not spent so much time in
their life worrying about what other
people thought.

While I have seen the sick talking
to deceased relatives I have not seen
episodes of sudden and medically
inexplicable lucidity and mobility. The
fact that many people seem to experi-
ence the comforting presence of those
that they have lost is a reminder that
even in death there are moments to
look forward to.

Dawn/ANN.

In the moments before death

Why millets matter
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THUMBNAILS Nifty closes above 20K for first time ever

Thirteen of the 15 Nifty sectoral indices ended in the green in Wednesday's session & BSE Sensex was up 245.86 points to close at 67,466 pts
AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 13 SEPTEMBER

M
ost of the sectoral
indices were in
green at the clos-
ing on Wednes-

day, as Nifty PSU Bank led the
way with gains of 4.23 per cent,
said Vaibhav Vidwani,
Research Analyst at Bonan-
za Portfolio.

While the Nifty 50 index
climbed 76.8 points to close
above the 20,000-mark at
20,070 for the first time ever,
the BSE Sensex was up 245.86
points to close at 67,466 on
Wednesday. Thirteen of the
15 Nifty sectoral indices ended
in the green in Wednesday's
session.

Lower deposit-to-credit
ratio, focusing more on high-
yield products, and intro-
ducing technology into PUS
banks will all help the sector's
banks attracting more investors
by boosting profitability and
fostering development, Vid-
wani said.

The CPI for India dropped
to 6.83 per cent in August
from 7.44 per cent in July. In
addition, there was unex-
pected rise in industrial pro-

duction to 5.7 per cent in July
from 3.7 per cent in June.

Meanwhile, Coffee Day
Global and IndusInd Bank
have notified the Chennai
bench of the National Com-
pany Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) that they had
achieved a settlement and

dropped their insolvency law-
suits. The order admitting
Coffee Day Global to insol-
vency was overturned after
NCLAT took their comments
into account, Vidwani said.

Coal India, Grasim Indus-
tries, Bharti Airtel, Tata Con-
sumer Products and Titan

Company were among the top
gainers on the Nifty, while the
losers included HDFC Life,
L&T, M&M, Adani Ports and
Cipla.

Volumes on the NSE were
a bit lower than recent aver-
age. The small-cap index rose
more than the Nifty even as

the advance decline ratio rose
sharply to 1.94:1.

Rising crude oil prices have
negative impact on stock mar-
ket: Every 10 dollar rise in Brent
crude prices widens India’s
Current Account Deficit by 0.5

per cent, says V.K. Vijayaku-
mar, Chief Investment Strate-
gist at Geojit Financial Services.

Rising crude prices posi-
tively impact oil exporters
and negatively impact oil
importing countries like India.
Consequently, this depreci-
ates the INR and leads to
imported inflation, he said.

Also rising crude prices
impact the profit margins of
companies that use oil as
input. So, the impact on the
stock market will be negative.
But now in India the markets
are ignoring the rising crude
prices, he added.

The reason is that the pos-
itive impact of good GDP
growth, decent corporate
earnings and sustained fund
flows to the market is neu-

tralising the negative impact
of rising crude. The situation
might change if Brent crude
rises to $100, he said.

CareEdge Ratings said in
a report that the recent surge
in crude oil prices is prima-
rily due to supply reduction
announcements from key
players such as Russia and
Saudi Arabia. 

Nevertheless, sluggish glob-
al consumption demand is
expected to counteract this
supply-demand gap starting
from 2024.

Retail prices are unlikely to
increase as there would be
pressure on oil marketing
companies (OMCs) not to
hike retail petrol/ diesel prices.
Thus, there would be no
impact on inflation.

The impact on fiscal bal-
ance is also expected to be min-
imal as OMCs will take most
of the burden of higher fuel
prices.

The full-year current
account deficit (CAD) will
likely increase by 20 basis
points (bps) to 1.8 per cent of
GDP if the Indian crude bas-
ket averages USD 90 per bar-
rel for the remainder of the fis-
cal year, the report said.

iPhone 12 meets radiation

exposure limits: Apple has

refuted claims made by

France�s radiation watch-

dog (ANFR) that iPhone 12

breaches radiation expo-

sure limits. Apple said, in a

statement, that iPhone 12

has been certified by sev-

eral international regula-

tors as compliant. The tech

giant, which just launched

iPhone 15 series, said it has

independent third-party

lab results that show that

it complies with all Specific

Absorption Rate (SAR) stan-

dards globally. Earlier, the

ANFR released a public

statement saying that the

iPhone 12 breaches radia-

tion levels, telling the com-

pany to temporarily halt

iPhone 12 sales and release

a fix. "The French National

Frequencies Agency (ANFR)

is instructing Apple to

withdraw the iPhone 12

from the French market as

of September 12, 2023,

after the Specific Absorp-

tion Rate (SAR) limit for

this model was exceeded,"

the French agency said in a

statement. 

Admission-cum-scholarship

test:  A big bang edge test

by FIITJEE will be conduct-

ed on 22 & 29 October

through offline mode only

across the country for stu-

dents studying in classes V

to XI. Big Bang Edge Test is

also FIITJEE�s admission-

cum-scholarship test.

Selected students will be

offered to join a FIITJEE

different classroom pro-

grams based on perform-

ance. 

X Corp bans record over 12

lakh accounts for policy

violations: Elon Musk-run X

Corp (formerly Twitter)

banned a record 12,80,107

accounts in India between

July 26 and August 25,

mostly for promoting child

sexual exploitation and

non-consensual nudity.

The micro-blogging plat-

form, going through a

churning under Musk who

has recently appointed a

new X CEO Linda Yaccari-

no, also took down 2,307

accounts for promoting

terrorism on its platform

in the country. In total, X

banned 12,82,414

accounts in the reporting

period in India. 

RBI directs banks to return property
documents within 30 days of loan repayment
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Once the borrower has made
the full payment towards a
loan, lenders shall release all
the original movable/immov-
able property documents
and remove charges regis-
tered with any registry with-
in a period of 30 days, Reserve
Bank of India said on
Wednesday. 

In a breather to the bor-
rowers, RBI said for delays
attributable to the REs,
beyond 30 days, they will
compensate borrowers at a
rate of Rs 5,000 per day for
each day of delay. Lenders
will have to communicate to
the borrower the reasons
for such delay.

RBI further in its circular
has said in case of loss/dam-
age to original
movable/immovable prop-
erty documents, either in

part or in full, the REs shall
assist the borrower in obtain-
ing duplicate/certified copies
of the movable/immovable
property documents and
shall bear the associated
costs, in addition to paying
compensation. 

However, in such cases,
an additional time of 30 days
will be available to the REs
to complete this procedure
and the delayed period penal-
ty will be calculated there-
after (i.e., after a total peri-
od of 60 days).

These directions will be
applicable to all cases where
the release of original mov-
able/immovable property
documents falls due on or
after December 1, 2023.
These directions were being
issued to address the issues
faced by the borrowers and
promote responsible lend-
ing conduct among the REs,
the RBI said.

RBI now also provides
the borrower an option of col-
lecting the original mov-
able/immovable property

documents either from the
banking outlet/branch where
the loan account was serv-
iced or any other office of the
RE where the documents
are available, as per her / his
preference.

The timeline and place of
return of original movable /
immovable property docu-
ments will be mentioned in
the loan sanction letters
issued on or after the effec-
tive date.

In case of contingent
event of demise of the sole
borrower or joint borrowers,
the REs shall have a well
laid out procedure for return
of original movable / immov-
able property documents to
the legal heirs. 

Such procedure shall be
displayed on the website of
the REs along with other
similar policies and proce-
dures for customer infor-
mation, RBI highlighted.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Minister for Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari on
Wednesday said his Ministry
doesn’t want to make six
airbags mandatory for cars.

“Now people are cautious
and whatever the economic
model they have six airbags,
people will prefer to take that
car. Everyone is making it, there
is no need to make it manda-
tory,” he said in response to
a question regarding the pro-
posal mandating six airbags
in cars from October 1, at the
63rd ACMA (Automotive Com-
ponent Manufactures Asso-
ciation of India) Annual Ses-
sion here.

“Those (carmakers) who
don’t want to do it are facing
problems in their selling. If they
want to make a good com-
petition they have to make six
airbags. We don’t want to
make it mandatory.”

In response to a question
on road accidents, the Min-
ister said: “Every year we have
five lakh accidents and 1.50
lakh accident related deaths.

Sixty per cent of the deaths are
related to the young popula-
tion of our country from the
age group of 18 to 34. It's very
unfortunate. We have taken

all preventive measures as
far as road engineering and
automobile engineering is
concerned.”

“We have passed the road

safety law. In the future we will
take the accident victims
immediately to the hospital.
We are trying to develop hos-
pitals near highways but edu-
cation is important. The most
important thing is human
behavior is a big problem. We
are trying our level best to edu-
cate the people,” Gadkari
said. On automobile sector,
the Minister said: “The growth
is really a pride for India.
Total size of the automobile
industry is Rs 12.50 lakh crore.
Only one thing which I feel that
is a challenge for the indus-
try is that import is Rs 1.63 lakh
crore. We need to reduce this
import and use the best tech-
nology and make the product
of international standard that
used to be challenged with the
industry.”

“The size of the automo-
bile industry when I took
charge as the minister was Rs
4.50 lakh crore and today it is
Rs 12.50 lakh crore,” he added.

No need to make six airbags mandatory for cars, says Gadkari

Setback for Torrent as NCLT rejects its plea
in the Reliance Capital resolution matter

AGENCIES
MUMBAI, 13 SEPTEMBER

In a setback for Torrent Invest-
ment, the NCLT's Mumbai
bench has rejected its plea
seeking a stay on the ongo-
ing resolution process of
Reliance Capital.

The NCLT will now hear
the Reliance Capital resolu-
tion plan approval applica-
tion of the administrator on
September 26. 

In its plea, Torrent Invest-
ment had sought NCLT's
directions to keep the Reliance
Capital resolution plan

approval in abeyance till the
final orders are passed by
the Supreme Court.

Torrent had also asked
the NCLT to direct IIHL - the
successful resolution appli-
cant, the administrator, and
the COC to not undertake any
further actions in respect of
the conclusion of the reso-
lution process of the Reliance
Capital.  Notably, Torrent's
application that had chal-
lenged the second round of
auction for the sale of Reliance
Capital assets is pending
before the SC, but the apex
court refused to grant any stay

on the resolution process
proceedings before the NCLT. 

The counsel for the COC
informed the court that due
to the pendency of the reso-
lution plan, the lenders of
Reliance Capital are incurring
a loss of Rs 42 crore per week.

While rejecting Torrent's
plea, the NCLT stated that
there is no stay from the
Supreme Court on the pro-
ceedings before the tribu-
nal. The court also said that
Torrent did not participate in
the second round of auction.

In June, the COC had
approved the IIHL's Rs 9,800
crore resolution plan with
99.6 per cent votes. Post that,
the Administrator had filed the
final plan before the NCLT for
approval.

Torrent challenged the
COC's approval on the plan
and tried to seek stay on the
resolution process from the
Supreme Court, but it refused
to grant any stay on its appli-
cation.

AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER 

Electric vehicle major Tesla
Inc plans to source auto-

mobile parts worth up to
$1.9 billion this year from
India, Commerce Minister
P i y u s h  G o y a l  s a i d  o n
Wednesday.

T h e  i m p or t s  w i l l  b e
around double as com-
pared to auto parts worth
$1 billion imported by Tesla
from India last year, Goyal
said while addressing the
annual convention of Auto-
motive Component Manu-
f a c t u r e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
(ACMA).

H e  s a i d  t h a t  l a s t
year,Tesla had already
bought $1 billion worth of
components from India
and this year their target is
$1.7-$1.9 billion.

The minister said he was
convinced that electric vehi-
cles are the future, which
"we must try to attract".

Goyal's statement comes
two months after reports
said that the Elon Musk-led
company has held talks
with the government, and
is exploring the possibility
of bringing its auto parts and
electronics chain to India.

�Tesla aims to source automobile parts
worth up to $1.9 bn from India this year�

Blue Dart Express rebrands its service �Dart Plus� as �Bharat Dart�
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Amid the India vs Bharat
row, logistics firm Blue Dart
has rebranded its premium
service in India from Dart Plus
to Bharat Plus, it notified in
a BSE filing on Wednesday. 

It said the move underlines
its "unwavering commit-
ment to serve the diverse
needs of Bharat".

"Bharat Dart is poised to
refine express logistics serv-
ices in Bharat, offering
unmatched speed, cover-
age, and business of all sizes,
" the logistics firm said.

Blue Dart stated in the
release that the decision to
rebrand this service stems
from an extensive discovery
and research process aimed
at aligning itself to the evolv-
ing needs of its customers.

"Blue Dart Express Lim-

ited invites all stakeholders
to join on this transforma-
tive journey as the compa-
ny continues to connect

Bharat to the world and the
world to Bharat," Blue Dart
said.

Last month, Blue Dart in

its Q1 results reported a drop
in profit for the third quar-
ter in a row.

The Deutsche Post-con-

trolled company posted a
consolidated net profit of
621.8 million rupees ($7.6 mil-
lion) in the quarter ended
June 30, down 48.4% from a
year ago.

It is to be noted that the
India vs Bharat row started
after a dinner invitation from
President Droupadi Murmu
to foreign leaders attend-
ing the G20 summit which
was addressed in the name
of "President of Bharat". 

Even at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's address at
the 18th G20 Leaders' Sum-
mit also, the country's name-
plate read Bharat instead of
the traditional India.

If  reports are to be
believed, the government
could introduce a bill in the
special session of the Par-
liament commencing on
September 18 to rename
India as Bharat.

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, 13 SEPTEMBER

The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
on Wednesday ordered ter-
mination of the Corporate

Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP) against Coffee Day
Global Ltd (CDGL), a sub-
sidiary of Coffee Day Enter-
prise Ltd.

In a regulatory filing Cof-
fee Day Enterprises said: "The

NCLAT, Chennai on 13th
September 2023 passed an
order terminating CIRP Pro-
ceedings against CDGL and
set aside NCLT order."

The NCLT on 20.7.2023
ordered admission and ini-
tiation of CIRP against CDGL
for its debt of Rs 94 crore.

The CDGL had appealed
to NCLAT against the NCLT’s
order and the former had
stayed the CIRP on 11.8.2023.

The lender IndusInd Bank
had assigned the loan given
to CDGL to an asset recon-
struction company and had
filed a joint memorandum
with NCLAT to set aside the
NCLT’s 20.7.2023 order.

CDGL runs the Café Cof-
fee Day chain of outlets.

NCLAT orders termination of
CIRP against Coffee Day Global

Lower deposit-to-credit
ratio, focusing more on
high-yield products,
and introducing tech-
nology into PUS banks
will all help the sector's
banks attracting more
investors by boosting
profitability and foster-
ing development.



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GUWAHATI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Is it usually possible to get hun-
dreds of newspaper-articles,
prepared by independent
experts on Bangladesh pol-
itics, published in various
countries within a few weeks,
particularly at a time when the
south Asian nation is
approaching national elec-
tions early next year? Or was
it a sponsored campaign by
a number of writers with
dubious credentials who took
it as a mission to lavishly
praise the incumbent Bangla
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na Wajed for their personal
gains ?

A recent Agence France-
Presse (AFP, based in Paris)
feature claims that many of
those articles were ‘published
by Chinese state news agency
Xinhua, leading media across
Asia, and quoted by the South
Asia Brief of the Washington-
based Foreign Policy maga-
zine’. Investigation found
that names forming a network
of so-called experts are pro-
ducing regular op-ed pieces,
some posing as academics
from leading global univer-
sities, some using stolen
headshot photos, and others
making up quotes from real
analysts, added the report.

AFP analyzed more than
700 articles published in at
least 60 domestic and inter-
national news sites with
bylines attributed to 35 names,
all of which appeared for the
first time. While it was not pos-
sible to prove if all investigated

bylines were real, no online
presence apart from the arti-
cles could be found and none
had a visible social media pro-
file. 

The articles overwhelm-
ingly endorsed narratives
pushed by the Awami League-
led government in Dhaka,
with some posted on
Bangladesh government web-
sites.

Speaking to this writer
from Dhaka, a Bangladeshi
editor (who wanted anonymi-
ty) informed that he too
received a number of articles
(with the early prediction of
Hasina’s convincing win in
the next Parliamentary polls)
since the end of last year
with a request for publication.
He admitted that some of
those articles were published
in various Dhaka-based news-
papers, probably in good
faith.

Soon they stopped pub-
lishing those articles after it
was found that one particu-
lar article was re-sent with a
different byline and the trend
repeated.

He revealed that one arti-
cle was sent from Assam too
(but declined to disclose the
writer’s name) for publication
in his newspaper. 

The article was written
in correct English (with
spellings inclined to the
American usage) and con-
tained extraordinary details
on Bangladesh politics
(unusual for a foreign writer),
he pointed out, adding that
a group of editor-journal-
ists from northeast India vis-

ited Bangladesh a few months
back under a sponsored pro-
gramme and someone among
them might had sent the
article (or his/her name was
used by the organisation,
which had orchestrated the
entire episode).

Kim vows full support for
Russia at summit with Putin
The United States accused North Korea of providing Russia with arms, including selling artillery
ASSOCIATED PRESS
SEOU, 13 SEPTEMBER

N
orth Korea’s Kim
Jong Un vowed “full
and uncondition-
al support” for Rus-

sia’s Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday as the two lead-
ers isolated by the West held
a summit that the U.S. warns
could lead to a deal to sup-
ply ammunition for Moscow’s
war in Ukraine.

The meeting, which last-
ed over four hours at Russia’s
spaceport in the Far East,
underscores how their inter-
ests are aligning: Putin is
believed to be seeking one of
the few things impoverished
North Korea has in abun-
dance – stockpiles of aging
ammunition and rockets for
Soviet-era weapons.

Such a request would mark
a reversal of roles from the
1950-53 Korean War, when
Moscow gave weapons to
support Pyongyang’s invasion
of South Korea, and in the
decades of Soviet sponsorship
of the North that followed.

The decision to meet at the

Vostochny Cosmodrome,
Russia’s most important
launch center on its own soil,
suggests Kim is seeking Russ-
ian help in developing mili-
tary reconnaissance satel-
lites, which he has described
as crucial to enhance the
threat of his nuclear-capable
missiles. In recent months,
North Korea has repeatedly
failed to put its first military
spy satellite into orbit.

Putin met Kim’s limousine,
brought from Pyongyang in
the North Korean leader’s
special armored train, at the

entrance to the launch facil-
ity, greeting his guest with a
handshake that lasted about
40 seconds. In opening
remarks, Putin talked about
the Soviet Union’s wartime
support for North Korea and
said the talks would cover eco-
nomic cooperation, human-
itarian issues and the “situ-
ation in the region.”

Kim, in turn, pledged con-
tinued support for Moscow,
making an apparent reference
to the war in Ukraine.

“Russia is currently
engaged in a just fight against

hegemonic forces to defend
its sovereign rights, security
and interests,” he said. “The
Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea has always
expressed its full and uncon-
ditional support for all meas-
ures taken by the Russian
government and I take this
opportunity to reaffirm that
we will always stand with
Russia on the anti-imperial-
ist front and the front of inde-
pendence.North Korea may
have tens of millions of aging
artillery shells and rockets
based on Soviet designs that
could give a huge boost to the
Russian army in Ukraine,
analysts say. The United
States has accused North
Korea of providing Russia
with arms, including selling
artillery shells to the Russian
mercenary group Wagner.
Both Russian and North Kore-
an officials have denied such
claims.

But either buying arms
from or providing rocket
technology to North Korea
would violate international
sanctions that Russia has
supported in the past.

As they toured a Soyuz-2
space rocket launch facility,
Kim peppered a Russian
space official with questions
about the rockets.”

Kim and Putin then met
together with their delegations
and later one-on-one, accord-
ing to Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov. After the talks,
the Russian president gave an
official lunch for Kim, Russ-
ian state media reported.
Putin told Russian state TV that
Kim will visit two more cities
in the Far East on his own after
the summit, flying to Kom-
somolsk-on-Amur, where he
will visit an aircraft plant,
and then go to Vladivostok to
attend “a demonstration of
capabilities” of Russia’s Pacif-
ic Fleet, visit a university and
other facilities.

Russia and North Korea
have “lots of interesting proj-
ects” in spheres like trans-
portation and agriculture,
he said. Moscow is providing
its neighbor with humani-
tarian aid, but there also are
opportunities for “working as
equals,” so “the prospects
are not bad,” Putin added.

THUMBNAILS

CITY                      MAX(°C)  MIN(°C)

SINGAPORE 31 25 R
HONG KONG 21 18 H
TOKYO 10 2 CL
LONDON 13 7 H
DUBAI 27 19 H
SAN FRANCISCO 13 8 R
NEW YORK 12 7 H
MOSCOW -4 -22 H

S= sunny, CL= clear,
H=hazy, R= rainy...

WEATHER

Qantas illegally fired 1,700

workers during Covid: The

High Court of Australia on

Wednesday unanimously

upheld a ruling that the

flag carrier had illegally laid

off 1,700 workers at 10 air-

ports across the country in

November 2020 during the

Covid-19 pandemic. The

country's highest court's

ruling found that Qantas

had breached Australia's

Fair Work Act, which pro-

tects employee rights. The

firings of baggage handlers

and cleaners at the airports

came at a time when the

country had closed its bor-

ders and business was plum-

meting. The court upheld

that while Qantas had

"sound commercial reasons"

for the move, it had

deprived workers of their

rights to "engage in pro-

tected industrial action

and... bargaining." IANS
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NATO member Romania finds
more suspected drone fragments
near its border with Ukraine

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BUCHAREST, 13 SEPTEMBER

NATO member Romania found
what appear to be new drone
fragments near its border with
war-torn Ukraine on Wednes-
day, in the third such finding
in the past week, the Ministry
of National Defense said.

Two helicopters from the
Romanian Air Force were
deployed with specialist teams
to Nufaru and Victoria in the east-
ern Tulcea county where “frag-
ments that could have come
from a drone” are spread over
an area of “several tens of
meters,” the ministry said in a
statement.

It said in a separate state-
ment that it has notified the
General Inspectorate for Emer-
gency Situations about areas
near the border that could be
at risk of incidents as Russian
forces attack Ukraine’s Danube

River ports across the river from
Romania. Emergency author-
ities have received phone calls
“about possible cases of drone
impacts” between three local-
ities, including Nufaru, the
ministry said. An investigation
will be carried out after sam-
ples are collected and exam-
ined by experts, it said. Wednes-
day’s findings are the third such
discovery on Romanian soil
since last Thursday.  They
come during sustained attacks
by Russian forces on Ukraine’s
Danube ports as Moscow aims
to disrupt Ukraine’s ability to
export grain to world mar-
kets. While it’s unclear whether
Romania has determined
where or when the drones
were launched, Romanian
President Klaus Iohannis said
of drone fragment findings
on Saturday that they were
“similar to those used by the
Russian army.”

TENDER

�Planted� Bangladesh election articles shock many

US declares public health emergency in Georgia
after Hurricane Idalia
ASSOCIATED PRESS
PERRY, 13 SEPTEMBER

The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)
on Wednesday declared a
public health emergency
(PHE) for the state of Geor-
gia to deal with the ramifica-
tions of Hurricane Idalia.

The hurricane hit Florida's
Gulf Coast in late August with
fierce winds, torrential rains
and pounding surf before
turning to southeastern Geor-
gia, where floodwater trapped
some residents in their homes.

With the PHE declaration,
healthcare providers and sup-
pliers will have greater flexi-
bility in meeting emergency
needs of people covered by
the Medicare and Medicaid
health plans, the HHS said.

"We are working closely
with state and local health
authorities, as well as our
partners across the federal gov-
ernment, and stand ready to
provide additional public

health and medical support,"
said health secretary Xavier
Becerra.

The declaration waives
certain requirements such
as physicians or other health-
care professionals needing
to hold licenses in the state
in which they provide serv-
ices.

The governor said that as
many as 565,000 utility cus-
tomers had lost electricity at
some point during and after
the storm.

DeSantis was speaking in
Perry, which along with other
parts of Taylor County bore
some of the storm's worst
damage. Electricity was out

across the town, businesses
were all shuttered and many
homes were empty.

Florida Transportation
Secretary Jared Perdue told the
briefing that state National
Guard teams were conduct-
ing water rescues from vehi-
cles in Hernando and Taylor
counties.

Here and there, residents
were seen clearing fallen trees
and limbs that littered yards
and streets, making it difficult
to drive through the town.
Some homes and other build-
ings were left in shambles.

Thomas Demps, 80, a Tay-
lor County commissioner, let
out a long, stunned whistle and
several exclamations of "Oh,
my!" as he walked around
Mount Olive Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Perry on
Wednesday afternoon.

The church took a beating,
Perry said, with missing shin-
gles, portions of outside walls
torn away and water stand-
ing on the floor.

Sri Lanka deploys troops as railway
workers� strike worsens
ASSOCIATED PRESS
COLOMBO, 13 SEPTEMBER

Sri Lanka’s government
deployed army troops at rail-
road stations as railway
employees continued with
their strike that paralyzed
train services across the coun-
try for a second day Wednes-
day, a day after two passen-
gers were killed while attempt-
ing to travel on a packed

train. Tens of thousands of pas-
sengers have been greatly
inconvenienced because of the
strike. Hundreds of scheduled
train journeys were canceled
on both days and only a few
trains operated.

Passengers were seen risk-
ing their lives to get to school
and work on the few trains that
were operating, Some people
were seen traveling on the roof
of train compartments, and

many were seen barely hang-
ing on to the footboards while
braving rain.

Two passengers were killed
while traveling on packed
trains on Tuesday. One was
killed when his head hit an
overhead railway bridge when
he was traveling on the roof
of a compartment while the
other succumbed to injuries
after he fell down from the
train’s footboard.



12 passengers killed, 10 hurt in bus-truck collision near Bharatpur
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 13 SEPTEMBER

Twelve passengers were killed
and ten others injured today
when a trailer rammed into a
stationary private bus on Jaipur-
Agra Highway near Hantra in
Bharatpur District.

The deceased, hailing from
Bhavnagar in Gujarat, includ-
ed seven women, and five
men, the SP, Bharatpur, Mridul
Kachawa, told The Statesman

when contacted. 
The passengers on the ill-

fated bus were going from
Bhavnagar in Gujarat to Mathu-
ra-Vrindavan in Uttar Pradesh
via Ajmer and Pushkar. 

The injured were admitted
to a nearby hospital. 

The deceased were 
identified as Antu Bhai, Nan-
dram, Lallu Bhai, Bharat Bhai,
Lalji, and seven women:
Ambaven, 
Kumben, Ramuben, Mad-

huben, Anjuben, and Kalloben. 
All of them belonged to

Bhavnagar district of Gujarat. 
A group of 57 pilgrims left

Bhavnagar on the bus four
days ago,

In the early hours on
Wednesday, the bus' diesel
pipe burst and it was parked
near a bridge under Lakhan-
pur police station in Bharatpur
district.

Most of the deceased were
sleeping or sitting on bed sheets

when a speeding trailer truck
rammed their bus and knocked
over a few of them, the Station
House Officer of Lakhanpur,
Ramavatar Bairwa, said. 

The bodies were sent to
Gujarat by ambulances and the
driver of the trailer was found
hiding in a roadside hotel. The
heavy vehicle was loaded with
iron roads, and the driver did
not realise that the bus was sta-
tionary on a slope, the police
suspect. 
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AGENCIES
NEW DELHI, 13 SEPTEMBER

P
resident Droupadi
Murmu on Wednes-
day said India is mov-
ing forward with great

enthusiasm in adopting new
technology and working meth-
ods in many fields, including
health sector.

The President said this in
her address after virtually
launching the Ayushman
Bhav campaign from Raj Bha-
van in Gujarat, in presence of
Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and other digni-
taries.

Citing that Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)
was launched in September

2021, she expressed confi-
dence that India would set the
example of digital inclusion

in the field of healthcare serv-
ices also like other sectors.

Talking about the Ayush-

man Bhav campaign, the
President said, "It would
make our country successful
in achieving the objective of
Universal Health Coverage
(UHC)." 

"If every person and every
family stays healthy, then the
resolve to build a healthy
India would be fulfilled. A
multi-ministerial approach has
been adopted to achieve this
goal. Everyone's cooperation
would be helpful in achiev-
ing such big goals," Murmu
said.

Speaking on the occasion
Mandaviya said, "Ayushman
Bhav will emerge as a big ini-
tiative in the field of health-

care. With this campaign,
India is going to write a new
chapter in making health-
care affordable and accessi-
ble."

The Ayushman Bhav cam-
paign is a comprehensive
nationwide healthcare ini-
tiative of the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare that
aims to provide saturation cov-
erage of healthcare services,
reaching every village and
town in the country.

This campaign will be
implemented during the 'Seva
Pakhwada' from September
17 (coinciding with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
birthday) to October 2."

Prez praises India�s adoption of new tech 
The President virtually launches the Ayushman Bhav campaign from Gandhinagar Raj Bhavan

TRIDIB BAPARNASH
GUWAHATI, 13 SEPTEMBER

It has been four months since
the ethnic violence broke out
in Manipur on May 3, leav-
ing at least 174 people dead
and over 67,000 displaced, and
roughly 40 per cent of those
are young children, some
forced to flee all alone and most
with their entire families.
While the situation refuses to
normalize anytime soon, the
scars of the clashes still haunt
the mental well-being of the
young ones.

Sensing the profound effect
of the crisis on the state’s
children, many organizations
have come forward with ini-
tiatives to divert their atten-
tion. One such is a football club
named ‘Ya_All’, meaning ‘You
All’ in English and ‘Revolution’
in Manipuri, and ‘Inclusive
Revolution’ when combined.
What makes the organiza-
tion even more special is that
it is India’s first all-trans foot-
ball club.

Founded by Sadam Han-
jabam in 2020, Ya_All is recog-
nised by the United Nations
as the first registered LGBTQI+
youth-led and focused organ-
isation based in the North East,
and works in the areas of
health, well-being, gender
inequalities, providing com-
prehensive sex education and
spreading awareness through

sports.
In May this year, when the

violence first broke out, the
organization set up a mission
of distributing relief mate-
rials to over 100 camps across
far-flung areas, and during
those visits,  they were
touched by the plight of the
children in the relief camps.
Thereafter, the organization
shifted its focus to mend
the mental wellness of the
kids stuck in the middle of
the crisis with their initiative,
“Football for Heal, Football
for Peace.”

“Initially, the members of
the football team served as vol-
unteers, carrying relief mate-
rial to far-flung areas. During
our visits to the relief camps,
we noticed that there were
many traumatised children
and adolescents. So that was
when we planned to start
this mission of getting the kids
to the football field,” Hanjabam
said.

Explaining the motive
behind their initiative, Han-
jabam said, “Sports can pro-
vide a great healing touch. We
have been using football for
inclusion but in addition to
that, we have been using it to
bond with the children and
adolescents at the relief camps
in Manipur. Our transgender
football team has been tak-
ing the lead in using football
for recovery from the trauma

of losing their parents, homes
and friends in this crisis.”

Pointing out the cloudy
reality of their everyday lives
beyond the Rainbow, Han-
jabam said as queer and trans
individuals, they battle for
identity and against dis-
crimination from the larger
society each day and as such
it is naturally ingrained in
them to handle mental trau-
ma.

“As trans individuals, we
are used to the inner battle with
identity and the outer fight
against discrimination every
day. While we have learnt to
deal with it, these children
aren’t used to such chal-
lenges, and as such we want-
ed to extend our helping hand
in bringing back the opti-
mism in their lives,” Han-
jabam said while labeling the
initiative as “Not just a game
but a journey towards recov-
ery.”

So how did you approach,
considering your team
strength and the relief camps
were spread across various dis-
tricts of the state?

“We identified a group of
five players from Ya_All trav-
elling in turns to the relief
camps in various districts,
and the same group was also
tasked to scout playgrounds
near the camps. Due to the vio-
lence, most of the grounds
were left neglected with over-

grown grass and weeds cov-
ering those. We would clear
those to form a makeshift
football turf, and hold foot-
ball sessions as early as 5:30
am to 7 am before engaging
with the children in conver-
sation over breakfast that we
provided,” Hanjabam
explained.

“The idea is to try and get
over those horrible memories
from their brains, and infuse
a renewed sense of hope and
positivity. So we would hard-
ly discuss their tales of agony
and their lives in the camps,
but focus more on their
dreams and motivate them to
chase those by overcoming
these challenges.”

“The process continues
for a couple of weeks until we
realize that they can play
independently before our
team heads to the next camp,”
added Hanjabam.

It has been almost three
months since Hanjabam and
his team started the initiative
and has covered more than
70 relief camps across four
districts - Bishnupur, Kakch-
ing, Imphal East and Imphal
West. But there is a long way
to go.

With sudden curfews and
conflicts often affecting their
flow, Hanjabam maintained
that Ya_All will continue in
their endeavor to bring back
normalcy in the state.

Spreading positivity: Trans football team provides
healing touch to traumatised Manipur kids

Dalit alleges being urinated upon in Bhopal 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 13 SEPTEMBER

A Dalit Kotwar (watchman) of
a village in Bhopal has alleged
that some influential persons
of the village who were trying
to encroach upon government
land thrashed him and urinated
upon him when he went to the
spot to stop them.

The police have registered
an FIR upon the Kotwar’s com-
plaint and arrested five persons

in the matter, but the main
accused, who is the husband
of the village sarpanch, is still
absconding.

According to information,
the incident was reported from
the Chopda Kalan village in
Sukhi Sevaniya area of Bhopal.
The victim dalit kotwar, Ram-
swaroop Ahirwar, lodged a
police complaint against the
village Sarpanch’s husband
Sheru Meena and his accom-
plices.



NEW DELHI, THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2023 11



For more updates www.thestatesman.com

NEW DELHI
THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2023 12

THUMBNAILS

'Harvest Gold Global Race

2023': Harvest Gold, one

of the leading bread

brands in India under the

aegis of Grupo Bimbo,

announced the launch of

�Harvest Gold Global Race

2023� on 24 September,

at Cyber City Gurugram.

The brand has on-boarded

former badminton World

champion Saina Nehwal as

the �Race Ambassador�. 

WWE, UFC complete merg-

er to form TKO Group

Holdings: World Wrestling

Entertainment (WWE), the

world's biggest sports

entertainment company

and the top mixed martial

arts promotion (UFC) com-

pleted their merger to

form a new entity named

TKO Group Holdings. WWE

announced the merger

through their website.

Endeavor Group Holdings

owns the UFC. "Endeavor

Group Holdings, Inc.

("Endeavor") and World

Wrestling Entertainment,

Inc. (previously NYSE:

WWE) (�WWE�) today

announced the close of

their previously

announced agreement

and the launch of TKO

Group Holdings, Inc. (NYSE:

TKO) (�TKO�)," said a state-

ment by WWE. 

Trusted my preparation, says
KL on stunning int�l comeback
AGENCIES
COLOMBO, 13 SEPTEMBER

K
L Rahul was initial-
ly not slated to be in
India’s playing eleven
for their Asia Cup

Super Four match against
Pakistan, till a back spasm to
Shreyas Iyer made him a last-
minute addition.

It gave Rahul his first inter-
national game since March,
and after undergoing sur-
gery plus rehabilitation for a
right thigh injury sustained
in IPL 2023. In a rain-marred
match which India won by
228 runs, Rahul struck an
unbeaten 111, placing his
shots well and attacking
against spinners, followed
by keeping wickets for the
entire game.

Against Sri Lanka on
Tuesday, Rahul made 39 off
44 balls before becoming
one of Dunith Wellalage’s
five victims via a caught-
and-bowled dismissal. He
would then take a catch
and effect a stumping as
India won by 41 runs to end
Sri Lanka’s winning streak
of 13 games.

Now reflecting on his
stunning comeback to inter-
national cricket, Rahul cred-
ited his preparation in last
three to four months for the
strong showing with bat and

gloves, after initially not being
in the frame to be in the
eleven.

"I didn’t get so much time
to think about anything
because it was so last moment.
But I trusted my preparation
in the last three or four months.
I came to Sri Lanka thinking
that I would start in the play-
ing eleven, and that’s how I
was preparing for it. I was con-
fident that I can still go there
and do the job," he said in the

post-match press confer-
ence.

Asked about what he felt
while batting, Rahul said,
"When I played the first few
balls, I was nervy and tried to
figure out what are the shots
I could play on this pitch and
accordingly diffuse the pres-
sure.

"It was different against
Pakistan because the ground
allowed us to play more shots
and see what suits as per the

match. But in this match
(against Sri Lanka), I am
happy that the shots I chose
to play till I got out were
good." Rahul also revealed that
he worked hard on his wick-
etkeeping at the NCA in Ben-
galuru, having been majorly
donning the role since 2020.
“Bahut saal ho gaya abhi (it’s
been many years now in
wicketkeeping). I have been
keeping for a while and since
then Rishabh (Pant) was con-

cussed against Australia in
2019 (January 2020), so it’s not
something new. I have been
told by the team management
that this would be my role in
the team.

"When I was at NCA, dur-
ing my recovery, I worked on
my keeping with the coach-
es there. Earlier, I was most-
ly batting, but this time, I did
spend a lot of my time on keep-
ing too. Hopefully I can do both
the roles well."

In the last two matches, left-
arm wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav has picked a fifer and
four-wicket haul. Rahul was
pleased to see Kuldeep per-
form brilliantly and be the
standout bowler for the team.

"Kuldeep has bowled real-
ly well, especially in the last two
matches. I am really enjoying
keeping to him. I am really
enjoying watching him bowl-
ing and I can see that he has
developed a few new tricks in
last year or so that are honestly
giving some results to him, so
much that I haven’t been able
to pick it under lights."

"We keep talking between
the overs about the strategy
to be adopted to get a batter
out or how to keep a set bat-
ter away from the strike. His
rhythm has also been good
in the last two matches and
it’s all upto him on executing
those strategies."

Rahul credited his preparation in last three to four months for the strong showing with bat & gloves

Bring on the astrologer and be gung-ho
PULAKESH
MUKHOPADHYAY
KOLKATA, 13 SEPTEMBER

As more and more details
emerge of how the All - India
Football Federation goaded
Igor Smitac into consulting-
and eventually going by the
advice of - an astrologer as the
national team went through
matches in international
tournaments, you are left in
no doubt that there indeed
are times in life when lunatics
seem to have taken the asy-
lum over. Soothsayers and div-
ination may be central to the
game in parts of the world but
India, you thought, was head-
ed for a science - guided
future aiming at the moon.
And the Indian astrologer
got paid too. Quite hand-
somely, in fact, if you take into
account the brevity of his
term of, well, office. Players
being selected in terms of how

predictions made about them
would influence the collec-
tive enterprise seems mad-
ness, plain and simple, with
no one outside the small,
usual circle of know - alls
around the playing squad
probably getting to know
nothing of what bigwigs were
up to. But that was how it was.
Competence was no criteri-
on; how the stars aligned in
the instance of any specific
player was. Kushal Das has

been spoken to again about
the entire farcical affair and
his answers to predictable
questions from the media
do not reflect either contri-
tion or a faint hint at a let-
bygones-be- bygones regret.
Which probably implies Pra-
ful Patel's AIFF thought it
was par for the course. How
they explain it matters little;
that they thought of it and
went through with it would
always be remembered as
something astounding. The
original story had been put
on social media months ago
and further details tumbled
forth later on, the entire cor-
pus of revelations adding up
to a thought - provoking nar-
rative, which could probably
be much more than a chap-
ter in Stimac's autobiography
whenever he would find the
time to write it. Stimac is
said to have reacted sharply
to sideswipes directed at him

but he was part of the show
all right.  The one-time Croa-
tian World Cupper will some
day have a good laugh about
officials who professed an
professional approach, got the
Indian Super League off the
ground and going and then
happened upon astrology as
a winning ploy. No wonder
the Indian game plunges
deeper and deeper as the
federation set itself up for a
take - over by people on a
power trip, the about - to - be
- defeated lot content with its
takings and privileges. The
stars may or may not have
foretold the crash that was
coming but they mightn't
have had the right man for the
job of prognostication. Pos-
terity will poke fun at an
entire bunch of self - impor-
tant buffoons who ended up
making fools of themselves.
You can't do anything about
it, can you?

Hong Kong Open: Lakshya Sen withdraws;
Ashiwni-Tanisha pair enters pre-quarterfinals

AGENCIES
KOWLOON, 13 SEPTEMBER

Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen
withdrew from the Hong
Kong Open Super 500 bad-
minton tournament two
hours before his men's sin-
gles opening round match,
giving a walkover to his oppo-
nent Su Li Yang of Chinese
Taipei, here on Wednesday.

Lakshya, seeded eighth,
was the highest-ranked Indi-
an shuttler in men’s singles
in the tournament in the
absence of World No.7 HS
Prannoy.

After losing in the first
round at the China Open, Lak-
shya was seen as the biggest
bet for the title in the absence

of Prannoy, Kidambi Srikanth,
and PV Sindhu. The trio will
be part of the national camp
for the Asian Games 2022.

After back-to-back ousters
in the first round of the tour-
nament, Lashya is likely to lose
his 8th position in the BWF
World Rankings. He last won
a tournament at the Cana-
da Open Super 500 in July.

Meanwhile, the women's
doubles duo of Ashwini Pon-
nappa and Tanisha Crasto
(ranked 50th) advanced to
pre-quarterfinals with a 21-
19, 21-19 win over the world
no. 21 Chinese Taipei pair of
Lee Chia Hsin and Teng
Chun Hsun.

In the mixed doubles,
Ashwini, partnering B Sum-

meth Reddy, lost 16-21, 21-
16, 18-21 to the Malaysian pair
of Cheng Tang Jie and Toh
Ee Wei in three games.

In men's doubles, Krish-
na Prasad Garaga and Vish-
nuvardhan Goud Panjala
suffered a first-round exit
after losing 14-21, 19-21 to
Korean duo of Ko Sung Hyun
and Shin Baek Cheol.

Priyanshu Rawat, World
No.28, also suffered an early
exit after going down 13-21,
14-21 to Kanta Tsuneyama
of Japan.

In Women’s singles,
Aakarshi Kashyap lost to
Yvonne Li 18-21,10-21 in the
opening round, while Malvi-
ka Bansod will face World No.
17 Zhang Yi Man of China.

GILL CLIMBS TO SECOND SPOT
India opener Shubman Gill jumped to second position, among batsmen, in

the latest ICC ODI Players' Rankings on the weight of his performances in the
ongoing Asia Cup. India are yet to taste defeat in the Asia Cup and much of

their success has to do with handsome contributions from batsmen, espe-
cially the top order comprising skipper Rohit Sharma, Gill and talisman
Virat Kohli. Gill isn't the only Indian on the move up the rankings for bats-
men, with Kohli rising two places to eighth and Rohit jumping two spots
to ninth in the latest standings. 

FIH withdraws Olympic
hockey Qualifiers from Pak

AGENCIES
LAUSANNE, 13 SEPTEMBER

The International Hockey
Federation (FIH) will soon
announce a new host for one
of the three Paris 2024 Olympic
Qualifiers after withdrawing
the hosting rights from Pak-
istan. The FIH was on Tues-
day withdrew the men's
Olympic qualifier from Pak-
istan because of issues relat-
ed to the Pakistan Hockey Fed-
eration.

"FIH can confirm that it
has informed the Pakistan
Hockey Federation of its deci-
sion to withdraw the hosting
of the Men’s FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifier tourna-
ment - scheduled in January
2024 – from Pakistan. This is
primarily due to the recent
developments in the gover-
nance situation of the Fed-
eration.  "A new host for this
tournament will be
announced shortly. The other
qualifiers will be staged in

China and Spain as
announced in July," the glob-
al hockey governing body
said in a statement.

Pakistan was to host the
men's Olympic qualifiers
early next year along with
China and Spain. The Olympic
qualifiers could have been the
first major international hock-
ey event in Pakistan since the
Champions Trophy in 2004.

The top 3 teams in each
of the three FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualification Tour-
naments will qualify for Paris
2024. They will join hosts
France as well as the winners
of each Continental Cham-
pionship (African Hockey
Road to Paris, Pan American
Games, Asian Games, Euro-
Hockey Championship and
Oceania Cup).

Pakistan ranked 15 in the
world, will need to secure vic-
tory in the Asian Games or
await confirmation of their
participation in qualifying
matches held elsewhere.

Argentina romp to
3-0 win over
Bolivia in 2026
FIFA WC
qualifiers

AGENCIES
LA PAZ, 13 SEPTEMBER

Reigning champions
Argentina kept intact their
perfect start to South Amer-
ica's 2026 FIFA World Cup
qualifiers with a 3-0 away
victory over Bolivia here.

Playing without captain
Lionel Messi, who was rest-
ed in the 3,600-meter alti-
tude of La Paz, the Albice-
leste took the lead in 31st
minute through Enzo Fer-
nandez on Tuesday, Xinhua
reports.

The Chelsea midfielder
timed his run to perfection
to tap home at the near
post after Angel Di Maria's
dangerous run and cross.
The hosts were reduced to
10 men shortly after when
Roberto Fernandez was
shown a second yellow card
for a rough challenge on Cris-
tian Romero.

Nicolas  Tagl iaf ico
extended the advantage
just before halftime with a
looping header beyond the
reach of goalkeeper Guiller-
mo Viscarra after another
Di Maria cross.

Afghanistan announces their World Cup squad: Afghanistan announced their 15-member squad for the ICC Men�s World Cup

scheduled in October in India. Pacer Naveen-ul-Haq, who last played a List A game in 2021, makes a comeback to the squad after

two years gap while senior all-rounder Gulbadin Naib misses out despite a good showing in the ongoing Asia Cup.
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